
Why Traps Matter
As you likely know, the Feral Cat Coalition of Oregon practices an approach 
to feral cat population control called Trap-Neuter-Return, or simply TNR. 
This system allows cats to be safely trapped, brought in to us for spay/neuter, 
and then returned to where they are being fed. FCCO runs a highly efficient 
spay/neuter clinic which is the “N” of TNR. Caregivers, in turn, provide 
the trapping and return. Because this is no small task, we provide as much 
assistance and support as we can.
     The first part, trapping, is often the scariest. Most people have never 
used a trap and many are uneasy about how much work it may be and are 
concerned they may break the fragile bond with their cats. We understand.

“He was finally allowing me to pet him while he ate and I didn’t want to 
have to start over building his trust. I’m happy to report the trap worked! 

Thankfully a couple of days after returning him we are back to our routine 
and I don’t have to worry about him fathering more neighborhood litters.”

     ~ Jill C., feral cat caregiver

     There are many benefits to using a trap and we strongly encourage every 
caregiver to use them – even if they can pet or pick up the cat. The first 
benefit is safety. Traps reduce the risk of being bitten or scratched if the cat 
refuses to go in a carrier or tries to escape. A second benefit is a reduced 
negative association with the caregiver, as the cat will associate his or her 
fear with the trap. When a person attempts to put a cat in a carrier, the cat’s 
fear will be associated with that person and it can have an impact on their 
delicate bond. A third benefit is that traps are more hygienic. Urine and feces 
collect in the bottom of a carrier, whereas they can drain or be easily cleaned 
in a trap. Traps also provide better visibility during recovery in our clinic and 
can also provide the cat more space to move and stretch out while recovering. 
A final but important benefit is that traps are more secure than carriers and 
decrease the risk of a cat escaping.
     To help make trapping successful, our scheduling team trains and guides 
caregivers along the way. We have trapping instructions, a how-to video on 
our website, and more than 200 traps available in the metro area.  
     We applaud caregivers for 
their commitment to helping 
feral and stray cats and 
preventing future generations 
from growing up on our streets.

FCCO’s 2018 Annual Report 
is inserted in this newsletter for 
those receiving it by mail. If you 
don’t see the report please go 
to feralcats.com/about. 
     Our Annual Report covers 
FCCO’s fiscal year which ended 
September 30, 2018. Included 
is a breakdown of the 6,124 cats 
we helped, including gender 
and type of cat (feral vs. pet), 
and how contributions were 
utilized to help cats. You’ll also 
see that our “Kitten Caboose” 
program resulted in more than 
550 kittens who have been able 
to find forever homes rather 
than growing up on the streets. 
     This report is valuable 
information to let you – FCCO’s 
volunteers, donors, followers, 
and spay/neuter advocates – 
know what a difference we are 
making together!

Annual Report:
6,124 Cats Helped!

Feeding cats in the traps prior to 
setting them is a very important step 

in the trapping process. 

http://www.feralcats.com/news-events/street-tails


FCCO Board Corner

FCCO is looking forward 
to spaying or neutering 
cat number 100,000 later 
this year. It’s a remarkable 
milestone for our organization, 
and our mission. Throughout 
FCCO’s 24-year-history, we’ve 
been guided by the goal of 
improving the welfare and 
reducing the population of 
feral and stray cats through 
spay/neuter programs and 
education. We still are. And we 
also offer low- to no-cost spay/
neuter services for pet cats.
     When we moved into our 
beautiful SW Portland clinic in 
2016, our capacity for spay/
neuter services expanded. 
And it made sense to us to 
offer our services to pet cats. 
Reducing the population of 
feral and stray cats isn’t just a 
matter of helping cats already 
on their own. It also means 
spaying or neutering cats  
at risk of ending up outdoors.
    We work hard encouraging 
all owners to keep their cats 
from free roaming. If you 
haven’t already done so, 
check out our website for 
education programs such as 
Cats Safe at Home™ and our 
wildly popular Catio Tour. 
Someday, we hope the norm 
for cat owners will be to keep 
their cats from roaming (just 
like we do with dogs). But 
we recognize we’re not there 
yet. Simply put, by spaying or 
neutering as many pet cats as 
possible – before they have a 
chance to roam – we reinforce 
our mission of reducing the 

number of ferals and strays.
    It seems we’re on the right 
track. The demand at FCCO 
for services for feral cats has 
gone down by roughly 13 
percent over the past three 
years. That means we need 
to provide more services to 
help harder-to-reach cats. 
While we scale up programs 
(including a new transport van 
and food) that will keep us 
meaningfully connected with 
feral cat caregivers who need 
our services, we also intend to 
keep a steady stream of pet 
cats coming through our doors.
    Leah Kennon, FCCO’s 
Operations Director, says the 
clinic aims for 65 percent of 
all surgeries to be performed 
on feral cats. It’s a percentage 
that varies by time of year as 
well as the weather. But the 
bottom line is this: we know 
that providing services for 
pet cats bolsters our mission. 
We’re happy we can provide 
this much needed service.

     We’re pleased to welcome 
Sarah Moses to our Board of 
Directors. Sarah was inspired 
to volunteer in our clinic after 
bringing in kittens born under 
her porch. On our Board, 
Sarah, a CPA with more than 
twenty years of financial 
experience, will be joining our 
Finance Committee.

A Wall to  
Help the Cats

 
February is the month of love and it is 
Spay/Neuter Awareness Month. We found 
the purrfect way to celebrate both!
     We have an online Wall of Love filled 
with paw print hearts. Click on one, or 
more, and show you love feral cats.
     When you purchase a paw print heart, 
your support will help a feral cat receive 
our caring services.
     You can choose to make your donation 
in honor of someone special and you can 
easily send your heart and message to 
them. It’s a fun and sweet way to show 
your Valentine(s) you care.
     Our goal is to spay/neuter 500 feral 
and stray cats in February and you can 
help. Put your paw on the Wall of Love 
today and sponsor a spay!
     Find our Wall of Love online and 
thanks for being a sweetheart to feral cats! 

givinggrid.com/lovecats

On the Right Track 
Nena Baker, Vice President

https://www.givinggrid.com/lovecats
https://www.givinggrid.com/lovecats
https://www.givinggrid.com/lovecats


Donating Wish List items allows us to direct more funds to the cats’ care. 
Many of these items, and others, are on our amazon.com Wish List and can be 
easily delivered to FCCO (if you use smile.amazon.com your purchases can 
earn extra funds for the cats!). Our list is also at feralcats.com if you’d prefer to 
purchase items locally and bring them to our clinic. Thank you!

FCCO Wish List

Shadow was neutered and eartipped earlier in 
his life before arriving in Linda’s backyard. This 
stray kitty was likely looking to find his forever 
home, which he did with her.

Get ready to boogie for cats and join us for the 21st Annual 
Furball, Caturday Night Fever! This fun 1970’s event will 
feature live and silent auctions with art, getaways, awesome 
items for cats, and more. There will be food, special drinks, 
and of course some disco dancing. Help us turn the good 
vibes into fab funding for spaying/neutering cats!

Tickets are on sale now for $100 each, or host a table for your 
cat-loving friends for $1,500 (10 seats, with special treats) or 
$1,000 (8 seats). Get more details, donate auction items, and 
purchase tickets or tables at feralcats.com/furball.

Two years ago I started feeding a feral cat 
who was showing up in my back yard. I 
didn’t know about the eartip then, but 
finding the FCCO website helped me to 
know what it meant. 
     It was a slow process to tame him, but 
six months ago the cat, who I had named 
Shadow, moved from my back yard, to 
my porch shelter, and then into my house 
permanently. And he appears to be happy 
inside – he doesn’t even ask to go outside! 
This is fortunate, as I don’t know if I’d let 
him go.  
     I feel that Shadow lived in a house 
before, as he immediately used the litter 
box and we have had no accidents. He 
appears to trust me, but hides whenever 
another person is visiting.
     I could go on and on about the 
experience, but what it has done is to 
open my eyes to the necessity of the 
program, and I would like to help by 
including FCCO in my will.

~ Linda M., Hillsboro

Story from 
the Streets

A Legacy for  
Cats like Shadow

May 4, 2019

6pm

Portland
Art Museum

There are many different ways and reasons peopole support FCCO. Linda M. 
was inspired by Shadow, pictured at left, to put FCCO in her will and leave a 
legacy in his honor to help many more cats. If you would like to leave a legacy 
as well, consider a gift in your will or include FCCO as a beneficiary of your 
life insurance policy, retirement fund, or other investments. Estate gifts and 
bequests like this allow you to make a larger gift than you likely could during 
your lifetime, plus they are still flexible and can be adjusted as circumstances 
in your life change. Read more at feralcats.com/estate.

Plan Your Future with  
Cats like Shadow in Mind

For our clinic
• Fleece material   • Bluetooth speaker   
• Masking tape, 3M, 1”    
• Video projector  • iPhone 7 or higher    
• Office copy paper 

For feral cats in need of shelter 
• Rubbermaid Roughneck bins  
   (25- to 31- gallon size) 
• Reflectix 24”x10’ Foil Insulation    
• Gorilla tape, black  

https://smile.amazon.com/
https://feralcats.com
http://www.feralcats.com/furball-info/
http://www.feralcats.com/furball
http://www.feralcats.com/estate/
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Trap-Neuter-Return in Action!   
Chris noticed a stray cat in his yard. He continued to see 
this hungry kitty and decided to put out food. Surprise! 
“Cuddlebug” was pregnant with six kittens. He socialized 
the litter, then had them all spayed/neutered before 
finding the kittens forever homes. Chris continues to care 
for Cuddlebug - but without worry of more surprise litters.

FCCO is a spay/neuter program. Our services are  
no-cost for feral and stray cats and low-cost for  
pet cats. We serve Oregon and SW Washington.
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Visit our website, call, or follow our posts for more info! 

feralcats.com  |  503-797-2606

Who We Are
FCCO BOARD OF DIRECTORS

• President: Kris Ellingsen, DVM 
• Vice President: Nena Baker 
• Treasurer: John Maddigan 
• Secretary: Michelle Baird-Johnson
• Board Members: Jacqui Neilson, DVM, DACVB;  
   Ken Hick; Cliff Deveney, MD; Karen Deveney, MD; 
   Shawn Mangum; and Sarah Moses 
 

• Executive Director: Karen Kraus
• Operations Director: Leah Kennon, CVT
• Newsletter Editor: Karen Kraus
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Celebrating
FREE-bruary!

Help spread the 
word:  
spay/neuter 
now to prevent 
unwanted litters 
in the spring!

http://www.twitter.com/FeralCatsOR
http://www.linkedin.com/company/the-feral-cat-coalition-of-oregon?trk=hb_tab_compy_id_2410014
https://www.facebook.com/FeralCatCoalitionofOregon
http://www.twitter.com/FeralCatsOR
http://www.linkedin.com/company/the-feral-cat-coalition-of-oregon?trk=hb_tab_compy_id_2410014
http://instagram.com/feralcatsor
http://feralcats.com
http://www.feralcats.com/special

