
Improving the Lives of Street Cats
Your compassion and support have 
allowed FCCO to provide growing 
assistance for cats living on the streets. 
Cats are healthier once spayed/neutered 
and vaccinated. To maintain their well-
being, we are working to improve their 
living conditions, too. We have expanded 
both our shelter building efforts as well 
as our cat food bank.
     Our wonderful volunteers create 
outdoor cat shelters out of storage bins 
lined with insulation. Supplies are 
generously donated so we are able to give 
these shelters to caregivers who bring in 
cats for spay/neuter services. A simple 
Rubbermaid bin can offer a feral cat warmth and protection from cold, wet 
winter weather and allows the kitty’s kind caregiver some peace of mind.
     Through the generosity of donors, pet supply stores, and cat food 
manufacturers, we have more than doubled our food bank and are able 

Put Your Paw on 
our Wall of Love! 

When you buy a paw print heart 
on our Wall of Love you can show 
your sweetheart how much you 
adore them and also how much 
you “heart” feral cats. With each 
paw print heart you can let the 
people who are dear to you know 
you are thinking of them!  

     The Wall of Love is online at 
givinggrid.com/fcco. We have 
filled the Wall with adorable paw 
print hearts that you can purchase. 
This is an easy and fun way to 
celebrate the Valentines in your life 
and support our services for feral 
and stray cats. 
     Our goal is to spay/neuter 500 
feral and stray cats in February 
for free in honor of Spay/Neuter 
Awareness Month. Don’t miss your 
chance to claim a heart and help 
spay a cat today. Thank you – we 
heart your support!

90,000 Cats Helped! 
Meet Poppy, Mama to Four Kittens

Poppy is the landmark 90,000th cat 
helped by FCCO. She and her litter of 
four teenage kittens (Porcini, Portabella, 
Pomegranate and Potato) were all brought 
in to the January 18 clinic by caregivers 
Jennifer and David who live in Estacada. 
They first noticed the kittens playing on 
their front porch last fall. Since then they  
have been feeding this little family, built 
them a heated, waterproof shelter, created 
a raccoon-proof feeding system, and 
started an online blog for all their kitty 
adventures! To read more from their blog 
please visit feralcats.com/milestone.
     This is an incredible milestone for the 
cats – thank you for being a part of it!
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President’s Corner

FCCO’s 2017 Annual Report 
is inserted in this newsletter 
for those receiving by mail. If 
you don’t see it, please go to 
feralcats.com/about. 
     This report covers FCCO’s 
fiscal year which ended 
September 30, 2017. Included 
is a breakdown of the 5,965 
cats we helped, including 
gender and type of cat (feral 
vs. pet), and how contributions 
were utilized to help cats. 
You’ll also see that our new 
“Kitten Caboose” program 
resulted in 185 kittens who 
were able to find forever 
homes rather than growing up 
on the streets. 
     This report is valuable 
information to let YOU – 
FCCO’s volunteers, donors, 
followers, and advocates – 
know what a difference we are 
making together!
     Some improvements 
included increasing the 
amount of food and 
shelters available for feral 
cats. We also improved 
the space for pet cats 
while in our care. Through 
generous donations from 
Lorinda Nunn and Jana 
Fussell, we were able to 
purchase two rolling cage 
banks for pet cats. These 
larger cages make it 
easier to observe the cats 

after surgery and are easier to 
keep clean and sanitized.
    We continue to grow our 
partnership with the Audubon 
Society of Portland and our 
education campaign, Cats 
Safe at Home. The Catio Tour 
had the largest attendance yet 
with more than 1,000 guests 
visiting the 11 catios. We are 
also in the third year of a 
campaign study on Hayden 
Island in North Portland, 
where we are tracking and 
analyzing cat populations and 
how spay/neuter impacts free-
roaming cats.     
     THANK YOU for continuing 
to support a program that 
does so much for the cats in 
our communities!

FCCO’s Annual Report 
Kris Ellingsen, DVM

Donating Wish List items allows us to 
direct more funds to the cats’ care. These 
items and others are on our amazon.com 
Wish List and can be easily delivered to 
FCCO (if you use smile.amazon.com 
your purchases can earn extra funds for 
the cats!). Our list is also at feralcats.com 
if you’d prefer to purchase items locally 
and bring them to our clinic. Thank you! 

• Rubbermaid bins, 25-31 gallon 
• Bubble insulation  • Gorilla tape, black   
• Dry cat food  • Fleece material  
• Masking tape, 3M, 1”   
• Newspaper for lining traps 

FCCO Wish List

6 Ways to Help
Looking for a new way to help feral cats 
this year? Here are some ideas to consider:

1:  Volunteer - meet friends and have fun! 
2:  Donate a vehicle (clunkers allowed!) 
3:  Leave a bequest or gift in your Will 
4:  Ask your employer to match your gift 
5:  Contribute Wish List items (see below) 
6:  MEW! Donate monthly and help 
sustain our program through MEW 
(Monthly Electronic Withdrawal). 

Check out the enclosed envelope or visit 
feralcats.com to let us know how you 
want to help!

FCCO’s 2016-2017 Annual Report is inserted in all mailed 
copies of this Winter 2018 newsletter. If you don’t see it here, 
please go to feralcats.com/about.
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http://www.feralcats.com/wish/
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to help more caregivers provide better 
nutrition for their cats. This food is 
particularly appreciated by caregivers who 
feed large colonies of cats. 
     Offering caregivers warm shelters 
and nutritious meals for their cats 
both improves the cats’ lives and helps 
build the human-cat bond, and is a 
heartwarming way to help homeless cats. 
     You can still help keep cats warm 
and fed this winter. If you would like to 
donate supplies or food please see our 
Wish List section, in the column to the 
left, with specific items. On behalf of the 
cats, thank you!
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Story from the Street

Get ready for the Red Carpet!  
 
This year marks the 20th Annual Furball fundraiser and we’re 
rolling out the Red Carpet for the ACATEMY AWARDS. Of 
course, the Pawpurrazzi will be on hand to capture all the 
mixing and mingling among our glamorous guests, who 
surely will be dressed to the nines (lives) and ready to make 
this a blockbuster event. 

Join us – and our Honorary Chair Tom Cramer – for 
what promises to be a star-studded evening. Featured 
attractions will include silent and live auctions, live 
entertainment, and an awards ceremony. Be sure to be 
part of this memorable event!

Tickets are $100 each.
Tables are $1,500 (10 seats) or $1,000 (8 seats).  
 
You can get more details and tickets/tables at  
feralcats.com.

Saturday, May 5, 2018 at 6pm 

Portland Art Museum

Rosey joined our family over two years ago. She was so skinny and 
begging for food all summer long at my friend’s house. We think she 
probably belonged to someone at some time but it’s a mystery how she 
came to be at my friend’s doorstep (they do not have pets). She would 
pace in front of their glass door and desperately wanted food and to be 
let inside. It broke my heart. As winter approached I just could not bear 
the thought of her being outside so I brought her to my house. For the 
first week she slept and ate in our spare bedroom. My dog and I would 
stand in the doorway thinking to ourselves, “We’re totally cat people. 
We’ve got this.”
     That first week I took her to FCCO. It turns out she’d already been 
spayed. After that she didn’t stay in the spare bedroom for long. She’s 
now fully integrated into our family. 
     Rosey has taught me so much (I’d never had a cat before!). I 
absolutely love her company and quirky personality.

~ Kathy H., Clatskanie, OR

Gandalf checks out his new shelter.

http://www.feralcats.com/furball-info/
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Trap-Neuter-Return in Action!   
One of a colony of 11, this feral kitty is fed by Karen S. 
on Hayden Island. Through a community partnership we 
have spayed/neutered more than 200 cats on the Island 
since 2011 and continue to monitor the population. 

The Feral Cat Coalition of Oregon (FCCO) is a  
spay/neuter program for feral and stray cats living in  

Oregon and SW Washington.
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Visit our website, call, or follow our posts for more info! 

feralcats.com  |  503-797-2606

Who We Are
FCCO BOARD OF DIRECTORS

• President: Kris Ellingsen, DVM 
• Vice-President: Nena Baker 
• Treasurer: John Maddigan 
• Secretary: Michelle Baird-Johnson
• Board Members: Jacqui Neilson, DVM, DACVB,  
   Ken Hick, Cliff Deveney, MD, and Karen Deveney, MD 
 

• Executive Director: Karen Kraus
• Operations Director: Leah Kennon, CVT
• Newsletter Editor: Karen Kraus

What’s Inside Street Tails
Improving the Lives of Street Cats…page 1
90,000 Cats Helped!…page 1  
Put Your Paw on our Wall of Love!…page 1  
President’s Corner…page 2
6 Ways to Help…page 2 
FCCO Wish List…page 2
Story from the Streets…page 3
20th Annual Furball: The ACATEMY AWARDS…page 3

 

February 27th is  
World Spay Day!  
We’re celebrating the 
whole month of February, 
Spay/Neuter Awareness 
Month, with FREE services 
for feral and stray cats!  
Lend a paw to help others 
and spread the word!  
Flyers to post around are  
at feralcats.com.

 Help a Cat this February!

http://www.twitter.com/FeralCatsOR
http://www.linkedin.com/company/the-feral-cat-coalition-of-oregon?trk=hb_tab_compy_id_2410014
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http://www.twitter.com/FeralCatsOR
http://www.linkedin.com/company/the-feral-cat-coalition-of-oregon?trk=hb_tab_compy_id_2410014
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http://feralcats.com
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