
Snowpocalypse Clinics
This winter has been a challenge. The frequent ice and snow have made 
travel treacherous to impossible, and caused schools and businesses to 
close. At FCCO we are always disappointed when we have to cancel a 
clinic. Caregivers have committed to getting traps, made arrangements to 
get to the clinic, and often started the trapping process. We don’t want to  
let them down and we don’t want cats waiting in traps until the next clinic. 
     It can be a tricky decision to hold or cancel a clinic. We often get 
advice from our friend and supporter, Matt Zaffino, KGW’s Chief 
Meteorologist, and we are grateful we heeded his warnings this year. 
     A storm was predicted to arrive in Portland late afternoon on 
December 14th. Our typical check out-time is 4pm, and we knew if we 
held the clinic we would need to change that time to prevent putting 

caregivers and cats at risk of 
being caught in the storm. 
The caregivers that day had 
traveled from as far away 
as Aloha and Estacada, 
and Battle Ground, WA.  
Even with the looming bad 
weather coming, they were 
dedicated to getting the 
cats spayed/neutered and 
we were there for them. 
Through the leadership of 
Leah Kennon, CVT, our 
Operations Director, we held 

a clinic for 25 feral cats and got all the cats safely checked out before 
1pm. Thankfully all the caregivers and cats were safely home before 
what turned out to be the first of Portland’s Snowpocalypses. A week later, 
rather than canceling, we had a late start and helped 24 cats who had 
been trapped over the weekend.
     Caregiver Emily C., who brought four three-month-old kittens 
in from Oregon City during the early release clinic, told us about her 
experience: “We set out the traps the night before and trapped four cats. 
We weren’t sure what the weather would do, but we wanted to get these 
cats in as soon as possible. Thank you for being there for us.”   
     We’re glad we could help Emily and all the caregivers out there who 
have had to work extra hard this winter providing shelter, food, and non-
frozen water for our feral friends!

These sisters were spayed at our clinic on 
December 14th before the first big storm.

 Sponsor with
 
February is Spay/Neuter Awareness 
Month, and to encourage spay/neuter we 
are offering our services FREE for ferals!

     Our goal is to spay/
neuter 400 feral cats in 
February. You can help 
by sponsoring a spay!
To show that you heart 
feral cats, go to our 
special fundraising page 

at GivingGrid.com/heartferals and 
click on a paw heart. You can even send 
an e-card to someone letting them know 
you’ve done this in their honor. Each paw 
heart will help a cat receive our caring 
services. Thank you!

Keeping Cats 
Warm and Fed

 
Our wonderful volunteers, along with 
a very thoughtful group of students at 
Westview High School in Portland, have 
created 56 outdoor cat shelters out of 
storage bins lined with insulation. Our 
amazing donors purchased many of the 
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President’s Corner by Kris Ellingsen, DVM 

FCCO was 
founded 22 
years ago by 
a group of 
Portland area 
veterinarians 
passionate 
about 
helping feral 

cats. Over the years, this core 
evolved into what we have today: 
a Board of Directors with varying 
backgrounds, some veterinarians, 
and others with expertise in areas 
to complement and oversee FCCO’s 
mission. We’re working together to 
improve the welfare and reduce the 
population of feral and stray cats 
through spay/neuter programs and 
education.
     Our expertise is spay and neuter, 
and handling cats who have very 
limited socialization.  To ensure we 
are following current best practices 
for care, our medical policies and 
procedures are overseen by our 
Veterinary Advisory Committee. 
Led by FCCO Operations Director 
Leah Kennon, Certified Veterinary 
Technician (CVT), the committee 
is made up of some current Board 

members who are veterinarians, 
as well as non-Board veterinarians 
from the community, and staff 
technicians. Evaluating all of the 
medical, anesthesia, and surgical 
procedures that are provided to the 
cats is our top priority. 
     Besides the committee’s 
individual knowledge and 
experience, resources such 
as the Association of Shelter 
Veterinarian’s “Veterinary Medical 
Care Guidelines for Spay-Neuter 
Programs” are followed, which 
includes general guidelines for 
patient care and clinical procedures. 
It also offers recommendations for 
operations management of high-
quality, high-volume spay/neuter 
programs. We must also follow state 
regulations for management of the 
veterinary facility, and for licensing 
and continuing education of the 
clinical staff.
     As FCCO expands, we will be 
looking into additional services to 
improve the welfare of the cats. In 
this exciting time of growth for 
FCCO, the Veterinary Advisory 
Committee will be on task to 
ensure the cats do well in our care.

 Dr. Kris Ellingsen

Ensuring Best Practices

We have an ongoing Wish List because 
contributions of supplies allow us to 
direct more funds to the cats’ care. These 
items and others are on our amazon.com 
Wish List and can be easily delivered to 
FCCO (if you use smile.amazon.com 
your purchases can earn extra funds for 
the cats!). Our list is also at feralcats.com 
if you’d prefer to purchase items locally 
and bring them to our clinic. Thank you! 

• Bubble insulation  • Dry cat food   
• Fleece material  • Gorilla tape, black    
• Ice-melt pellets  • Masking tape, 3M, 1”  
• Newspaper for traps  • Paper towels

FCCO Wish List

supplies so we are able to give these 
shelters away for free to caregivers who 
brought in their cats. And donors, along 
with several area pet stores, have collected 
and donated food that we offer caregivers 

while at the clinic. It is a joy to be able to 
provide shelter and nutritious meals for 
cats in these cold winter months when it 
is needed more than ever! 
     We still have shelters available. If you 
have brought cats to our clinic and are 
interested, please call us at 503-797-2606.
     You can still help keep cats warm 
and fed this winter. If you would like to 
donate supplies or food, please see our 
wish list below with details. On behalf of 
the cats, thank you!

WARM AND FED cont. from pg 1

FCCO’s 2016 Annual Report is 
inserted in our mailed newsletter this 
month. If you don’t see it, check it 
out online at feralcats.com/about. 
     The report covers our fiscal year 
which ended September 30, 2016. 
Within that year we completed the 
reconstruction of our new home and 
moved in. You can see a virtual tour 
at feralcats.com/tour. Once settled 
we took on our first big change that 
the new facility enabled: helping 

pet cats. This new program provides 
spay/neuter services at low cost for pet 
cats. Services for feral and stray cats, 
the heart of our program, remains 
donation-based. 
     As a supporter of our work you 
are vital to getting us to where we 
are today and to a future where even 
more cats receive our much-needed 
services. All donations from small 
to large are important and we are 
grateful for every one. Thank you!

Growing to Help More Cats

Volunteers helped at shelter-making parties 
so that cats could be warm this winter.

http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/ref=gno_listpop_wi
http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/ref=gno_listpop_wi
https://smile.amazon.com/
http://www.feralcats.com/other-ways-to-give/
http://feralcats.com/s/2016annualreport.pdf
http://feralcats.com/about
http://www.feralcats.com/tour
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DeDe and her husband, Pat, live in rural 
Washington. A couple of years ago they 
noticed that, with the passing of their two 
dogs who had kept wild animals away, 
other animals began appearing on their 
two-plus acre property.
     The first outdoor cat DeDe and Pat 
inherited was a relatively tame one, who 
they believe was dumped. They named 
her Missy and set up a bed and a feeding 
station in their carport. When they found 
out Missy was pregnant, they made sure 
to keep her close so they could catch and 
socialize her kittens, all of whom went 
into loving homes. 
     A year later another cat arrived. This 
one was not so friendly, a true feral. She 
had a litter of kittens, but Momma Kitty 

kept them hidden. When they were old 
enough DeDe and Pat trapped them and 
brought them to FCCO to be spayed/
neutered, but by then they were too feral 
to be tamed, so they were returned back 
onto the property where they have a barn 
to sleep in.
     Momma Kitty was not so easy to trap, 
however, and before they knew it she was 
pregnant again. Again DeDe and Pat 
trapped the kittens and brought them to 
FCCO to be spayed/neutered.

Mission Date: Saturday, May 6, 2017 - 6:00 pm
Mission Location: Portland Art Museum

 
Mission Details:
The Feral Cat Coalition of Oregon, aka FCCO, has been 
holding an annual fundraiser named Furball for 19 
years. This year the event theme is “Catsino Royale.” 
The evening will include silent and live auctions, and 
special agent James Bond attire and entertainment.
 
Your Role:
You have SECURITY CLEARANCE to 
purchase tickets to this event. 
Tickets are $100 each or you can 
bring additional special agents 
with you.  
 
Tables are $1,500 (10 seats) or 
$1,000 (8 seats). Get details at 
feralcats.com. 
 
Feline Intelligence - 009 Lives Division

Story from the Streets

     What to do about 
Momma? DeDe 
contacted FCCO and 
learned about a “drop 
trap.” She had to wait a 
long time for Momma 
Kitty to go into the trap, 
but eventually the savvy 
cat did and DeDe pulled 
the string – success! She 
was brought to FCCO 
and won’t be having any 
more kittens.
     Who was fathering 
the kittens? Daddyo is 
a handsome tom cat 
who has so far eluded 
trapping. Fortunately 
DeDe now knows how the 
drop trap works!
     DeDe and Pat love having the cats 
around even though they are not very 
social. Pat says they all have their own 
interesting personalities, like Sassy, 
who hisses at you when you get close, 
but actually has started to become 

somewhat friendly. Additionally, 
there is BeBe, Sissy, Cinder and 
Stubby. All are now spayed/neutered 
and vaccinated, have lots of space, a 
barn in which to escape the weather, 
plenty of good food, and people who 
care for them.

It took a drop trap to catch her, but 
Momma Kitty is now spayed, vaccinated, 
and healthy.

Spayed/neutered as kittens, Momma Kitty’s offspring 
will never produce litters of their own.

http://feralcats.com/furball
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TNR in Action! This sweet kitty lives on a 
farm in Yamhill, OR. Three cats appeared on 
the property two years ago and by this past 
fall there were more than 27 cats! Luckily their  
caregivers learned about FCCO from a friend 
who had a similar situation a few years ago.

The Feral Cat Coalition of Oregon (FCCO) is a  
spay/neuter program for feral and stray cats living in  

Oregon and SW Washington.
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Visit our website, call, or follow our posts for more info! 

feralcats.com  |  503-797-2606

Who We Are
FCCO BOARD OF DIRECTORS
• President:  Kris Ellingsen, DVM
• Treasurer:  Claire Rolfs 
• Secretary:  Michelle Baird-Johnson
• Board Members:  Jacqui Neilson, DVM, DACVB,  
   Lew Woods, Ken Hick, Hilary Matarazzo, DVM,  
   John Maddigan, Nena Baker, Cliff Deveney, MD,  
   and Karen Deveney, MD 
 
• Executive Director:  Karen Kraus
• Operations Director:  Leah Kennon, CVT
• Newsletter Editor:  Karen Kraus
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February 28th is 
World Spay Day! 
We’re celebrating 
the whole month of 
February, Spay/Neuter 
Awareness Month, 
with free services for 
qualified feral cats. 
Lend a paw to help 
others. Flyers to post  
are available on our 
website at feralcats.com.

It’s FREE-bruary!
Feral Cat Coalition of Oregon
a nonprofit spay/neuter clinic
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FREE
SPAY/NEUTER
for stray and feral cats

Call today
503-797-2606

or visit

feralcats.com
to schedule  

an appointment!

FEBRUARY ONLY
Vaccines included!

Spay/Neuter Awarness Month & World Spay Day are annual campaigns of the Humane Society of the United States.

http://www.twitter.com/FeralCatsOR
http://www.linkedin.com/company/the-feral-cat-coalition-of-oregon?trk=hb_tab_compy_id_2410014
https://www.facebook.com/FeralCatCoalitionofOregon
http://www.twitter.com/FeralCatsOR
http://www.linkedin.com/company/the-feral-cat-coalition-of-oregon?trk=hb_tab_compy_id_2410014
http://instagram.com/feralcatsor
http://feralcats.com
http://www.feralcats.com/
https://feralcats.com/s/2017free-february.pdf

