
FCCO on the Move!
Something very special and very exciting 
has happened in Portland. FCCO, after 
a truly exhaustive search, purchased a 
building, completely remodeled it to 
suit our very specific needs, and is in the 
process of moving in. The best part is – 
there is no debt. Thanks to the incredible 
ability of FCCO to wisely manage every 
penny donated to them and thanks to a 
very special group of donors, it has finally 
happened.
     As a Board member with a real 
estate and finance background, I had 
the opportunity to work with FCCO 
during this project. It is remarkable how carefully they managed the 
purchase and the construction phases to make every dollar stretch and yet 
accomplish a fantastic final result.
    The new building is larger and more efficient than the old rented 
location that they occupied for many years. This means more cats to be 
helped due to the expanded surgical capabilities. The new facility will also 

Our new home! We’re still in the 
moving phase but are excited 
for the future to help more cats!

Left to right: The prep area has a better 
work flow; the new surgical suite has 
expanded space for four veterinarians;  
and the reception area has room for 
improved caregiver education.
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by Ken Hick, FCCO Board Member 

Purrs of Gratitude
FCCO’s new home is very exciting. To 
make this building a reality, we needed 
to raise funds specifically for the building 
project without taking away from our 
ongoing spay/neuter support, so we 
launched a capital campaign last year. The 
lead gift came from our long-time donor 
Leslie B. Durst and we are pleased to name 
the building in her honor. Her gift not only 
anchored the campaign, but she also inspired 
others to join her in generously contributing.
     We extend a special thanks to the 
following major donors: Leslie B. Durst; 
Fund for Second Nature; Ed Cauduro Fund 
of the Oregon Community Foundation; 
Sandi and Ralph Miller; Margie Miller, 
AIA; Ken and Cheri Hick; Dean L. 
Baker Fund of the Oregon Community 
Foundation; Advantis Credit Union; Jeanne 
and Loren Brown; and the Katharine and 
Russell Bellman Foundation.
     Many other donors also stepped up 
with a gift for the building and through 
the combined generosity the campaign 
was a success. We are truly grateful for all 
the support we received for this incredible 
project. It is a testament to how deeply you 
care about those less fortunate who need 
our help. Purrs of thanks to all.



President’s Corner by Kris Ellingsen, DVM 

What an 
exciting time 
to be a part 
of FCCO! 
The move-
in process 
is underway 
and clinics 
are back up 

and running. As we settle into 
our new home and work out new 
procedures, I am thrilled to be 
able to share a little about the new 
clinic area – the heart of our new 
facility – that enables us 
to advance our mission 
to improve the welfare 
of feral and stray cats 
through spay/neuter.
     Clinics began the 
first week in January, 
utilizing solely staff to 
ensure a smooth flow 
and to work out any 
kinks. By the second week 
volunteers were in the clinic. The 
upgraded space and equipment are 
working great! Some highlights: 
1) a dedicated clinic area so we 
can focus on cat needs without 
distractions; 2) an additional 
prep sink and gas anesthesia unit 
to more safely monitor kittens;          
3) an expanded surgery suite 
with more efficient LED surgery 
lights, to keep the surgeons 

comfortable while maintaining 
warmth for anesthetized cats; 4) 
ample storage in multiple sites in 
prep and surgery for ease of access 
to supplies; 5) a lobby reception 
area that can help twice as many 
caregivers; 6) a separate room 
for trap cleaning and storage to 
minimize odor and allow the clinic 
area to more easily remain clean; 
and 7) a quiet exam room where 
staff may more easily examine 
kittens from rescue groups prior 
to anesthesia, and converse with 

caregivers when 
necessary.
     As the staff 
acclimates to 
the new space, 
clinics will 
soon be back 
up and running 
at the familiar 
pace. It will be 

a bit of a learning 
curve for us all, but will maximize 
our care for the cats. I am looking 
forward to the official Ribbon 
Cutting ceremony and clinic tours 
once construction is complete later 
this year. 
     Congratulations to the staff for 
all of the hard work getting us into 
our new facility, and to all of our 
supporters who made this amazing 
project happen! 

 Dr. Kris Ellingsen

A Hospital for the Future

• Projection screen  • LCD projector   
• Fleece material  • Two-way monitor   
• Newspaper for traps  • Paper towels 
 

These items and others are on our 
amazon.com Wish List and can be 
easily delivered directly to FCCO (and 
if you use smile.amazon.com your 
purchases can earn extra funds for the 
cats!). Our list is also at feralcats.com if 
you’d prefer to purchase items locally 
and bring them to our clinic.  
     Your donations allow us to direct 
more funds to the cats’ care. Thank you 
very much!

First surgery in our new home

The Annual Report for our last fiscal 
year, which ended September 30, 2015, 
is inserted in copies of our mailed 
newsletter this month. If you don’t see 
it, check it out online at feralcats.com. 
     In the Report you’ll read that, at the 
178 spay/neuter clinics we held last year, 
6,049 cats were helped. Among them, 
1,490 kittens were spayed/neutered – 

before they ever were able to contribute 
to the breeding cycle. All of these cats 
and kittens who were spayed/neutered 
and vaccinated are healthier now, and 
all of the care provided was supported 
100% by donations and grants. 
     We are so grateful for all of our 
feral cat friends. The median donation 
from individuals to FCCO to support 

our services is $30. This means that all 
contributions – from small to large – 
are truly important. Added together, 
they make our program a success! 
     As a supporter of our work you are 
vital to getting us to where we are today 
and to a future when even more cats 
are able to receive our much-needed 
services. Thank you!

FCCO Wish List

Annual Report: Strength in Numbers

Feral cat caregivers are often aware that 
some feral cats are never going to show 
their appreciation with headbutts. But 
some of these wary street cats eventually 
change. Above is Badger, who for years 
was a wandering stray around caregiver 
Brian’s apartment complex. “He finally 
decided to adopt a human and he has 
become my faithful companion,” Brian 
told us. We are so happy for both of them!

http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/ref=gno_listpop_wi
http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/ref=gno_listpop_wi
http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/ref=gno_listpop_wi
https://smile.amazon.com/
http://feralcats.com/Donating.html#WishList
feralcats.com/s/2015annual-rpt.pdf
feralcats.com/s/2015annual-rpt.pdf


I started feeding Rosemary to keep her 
away from the birds in the backyard. She 
was so skinny! A week or two later I 
realized she was pregnant. Before long I 
noticed an obvious weight change, but 
didn’t see any kittens, so I set up an 
outdoor shelter. 
     I finally captured the four kittens at 
eight weeks of age, about ten days after 
she moved them into our backyard, and 
kept them in a 4’ x 6’ box. Mama finally 
allowed us to catch her, too. She was 
spayed at an FCCO clinic and reunited 
with her kittens a few days later. Two 
kittens were able to socialize enough to 
find a good home. We kept the most 
playful kitten and the one nobody could 
touch. They’ve all been spayed/neutered. 

      
Rosemary must have had people in her 
life at some point, as she is quite happy as 
an indoor cat now. The kittens are also 
living indoors and thriving.
     I am so glad FCCO was there to help 
me through everything with Rosemary!

~ Staci B., Portland, OR

give FCCO the ability to implement a plan of supportive services for cats 
and caregivers, and to enhance public awareness of the work to prevent 
needless suffering.
    FCCO has been a model for other organizations in the United States 
and around the world to emulate. Now, FCCO has raised the bar even 
further. We all should be very proud of this Portland organization that has 
helped more than 78,000 cats.
    The leadership displayed by Karen Kraus, our Executive Director, has 
made FCCO the top organization of its kind in the country. This has 
inspired other similar organizations around the country to raise their 
standards and strive to do better.
    As I stand here now in front of this incredible facility I cannot describe 
the overwhelming pride I feel and the sincere gratitude I want to extend on 
behalf of the Board of Directors and the FCCO family to everyone who 
helped make this possible. Later this year we’ll have a Grand Opening and 
Ribbon Cutting. I am so very eager to show everyone our wonderful new 
home. My sincerest thanks to everyone who made this possible.

ON THE MOVE cont. from pg 1

Rosemary is happy to be a lazy indoor cat.

Story from the Streets
May 7, 2016

6pm
Portland Art Museum

 

Individual tickets: $100 
Sponsor tables: $1,000 (8 seats) 

or $1,500 (10 seats) 
Tickets on sale at feralcats.com

 

Here’s lookin’ at you, kitty. 
As time goes by.... We’re going for a trip to “Catsablanca” at the 
18th annual Furball fundraising celebration! The Furball is our 
largest annual fundraiser and the funds raised at the event are 
critical for us to be able to spay/neuter 
thousands of feral and stray cats each 
year. Please join us at the Furball! 
     The evening will include silent and 
live auctions, raffles, and Moroccan-
inspired entertainment. Along with 
our Honorary Chair Leslie B. Durst 
and emcee Matt Zaffino, we expect 
300 guests. Don’t miss out on all the 
fun! Previous years have sold out; 
tables and individual tickets are on sale 
now at feralcats.com/furball.

Celebrate FREE-bruary! 
See back page for details.

http://www.feralcats.com/furball
http://www.feralcats.com/furball
http://feralcats.com/furball
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TNR in Action! FCCO’s 78,000th cat 
helped lives in Scappoose, OR, with his mom 
and six littermates. Mama cat showed up and 
had kittens in caregiver Beverly’s yard. Beverly 
called us for help, socialized the kittens, and 
brought them all in to be spayed/neutered.

The Feral Cat Coalition of Oregon (FCCO) is a  
spay/neuter program for feral and stray cats living in  

Oregon and SW Washington.
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Visit our website, call, or follow our posts for more info!
feralcats.com  |  503-797-2606

Who We Are
FCCO BOARD OF DIRECTORS
• President:  Kris Ellingsen, DVM
• Treasurer:  Claire Rolfs 
• Secretary:  Michelle Baird-Johnson
• Board Members:  Jacqui Neilson, DVM,  
   Lew Woods, Ken Hick, and  
   Hilary Matarazzo, DVM  
• Executive Director:  Karen Kraus
• Operations Director:  Leah Kennon, CVT
• Newsletter Editor:  Karen Kraus
• Counsel is generously provided pro-bono by  
   Jasmine Hites, Troutman Sanders, LLP
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FCCO is a nonprofit providing donation-based spay/neuter 
services for stray and feral cats.  All surgeries are performed  
by licensed veterinarians. 

Spay/Neuter Awareness Month and World Spay Day (Feb. 23) are 
annual campaigns of The Humane Society of the United States.

FREE
SPAY/NEUTER
for stray and feral cats

Call today
503-797-2606

or visit
feralcats.com

to schedule  
an appointment!

February only

Free surgeries & vaccines  
for outdoor stray & feral cats  
in February for Spay/Neuter 
Awareness Month. 

It’s FREE-bruary at FCCO!  
February is Spay/Neuter 
Awareness Month 
 

Celebrate by helping to  
spay/neuter feral and stray 
cats! If you are feeding a feral 
or stray cat, now is the time 
to act! Services are free for 
qualified cats all month long.       
     Lend a paw to help others, 
too! Flyers to print, post, and 
share are available on our 
website at feralcats.com.

Help Prevent Litters!

http://www.twitter.com/FeralCatsOR
http://www.linkedin.com/company/the-feral-cat-coalition-of-oregon?trk=hb_tab_compy_id_2410014
https://www.facebook.com/FeralCatCoalitionofOregon
http://www.twitter.com/FeralCatsOR
http://www.linkedin.com/company/the-feral-cat-coalition-of-oregon?trk=hb_tab_compy_id_2410014
http://instagram.com/feralcatsor
http://feralcats.com
http://www.feralcats.com/news-events/2016/free
http://www.feralcats.com/news-events/2016/free

