
Three-Point Plan for the Cats
FCCO celebrated our 23rd “birthday” in June.  We didn’t have cake or 
balloons, but we did pause to remember why we were founded and to 
reflect on the impact our services have in our community. 
     From FCCO’s inception in 1995, our goal has been to reduce feral and 
stray cat populations in our area. Because there isn’t one single solution, 
we now focus on three main strategies: (1) Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) 
for feral and stray cats; (2) low-cost spay/neuter for pet cats; and (3) 
encouraging people to not let their pet cats roam free. We believe that this 
three-pronged approach will have the greatest impact on reducing feral 
and stray cat populations.
     We are best known for our TNR program for feral and stray cats. Our 
TNR services are caregiver-based, which means we work with the person 
who is feeding the cats. We provide live traps at no charge, teach them 

  A New Entryway   
In 2 ½ years in our new building, 
more than 14,000 cats have been 
through our front doors. Add in all 
the traps checked out and returned 
and it’s clear the current doors 
were not meant for this level of use.
     When remodeling prior to 
moving in we were careful with our 
funds. We decided we would wait 
and see if the existing doors could 
work. Unfortunately they just don’t 
function well for people carrying 
cats in traps and carriers.
     In researching alternative door 
options we discovered structural 
issues above the doors. Repairing 
this and replacing the doors 
became a priority. We selected 
a 4-foot sliding door that will 
effortlessly accommodate people 
carrying traps in both hands, and 
will also more easily allow us to 
roll large racks filled with cats and 
traps in and out. The project is 
scheduled to be done this summer. 
     We have a generous gift from 
Ralph and Sandi Miller for this 
project. We also have a $10,000 
challenge match from the Ed 
Cauduro Fund of the Oregon 
Community Foundation. Every 
dollar donated up to $10,000 will 
be matched! 
     Your support toward this project 
will benefit every cat who passes 
through our doors for years to 
come. To contribute and for an 
update on the match, please go to 
feralcats.com/door. Thank you!

This is Big Daddy. He was 
abandoned by neighbors when 
they moved away about eight 
years ago. He moved into the 
feral cat colony we take care 
of and helped to grow the 
population. That is how he 
got the name Big Daddy (and 
because he’s huge!).
     We were able to trap him and 
get him neutered at FCCO in 
2012. We were also finally able to 
trap the mother who had almost 
all the litters that year, and we 
haven’t had any new cats since. 
     Big Daddy moved into our 
house after his roaming days 
were over. He ended up getting 
sick three years ago and we found 
out he has diabetes. We give him 
insulin, and now he has a pretty 
posh, mostly indoor life.

~ Jamie R. Portland, OR
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Story from the Streets

http://www.feralcats.com/door


President’s Corner

 

We all wish there were 
caring homes for every 
cat, and that no cats were 
euthanized in the US due to 
feline overpopulation. We are 
fortunate in the Portland metro 
area where we have great 
collaboration among FCCO, 
the animal shelters, our local 
veterinary association, and 
rescue groups to help the 
cats here. Unfortunately feral 
cats in all parts of the country 
aren’t always as lucky. 
     FCCO believes TNR (Trap-
Neuter-Return) to be the 
most humane and successful 
means of controlling stray and 
feral cat populations. When 
caregivers reach out for help, 
FCCO encourages them to 
continue to provide food and 
a safe place for the cats after 
our spay/neuter services. This 
is called a managed “colony.” 
Are there other approaches 
that aren’t as time-consuming 
or require such a commitment?
     Simply ignoring or stopping 
feeding the cats does nothing 
to change the situation. 
Nuisance behaviors like 
fighting, yowling, spraying, 
and breeding will continue 

and result in more, and less 
healthy, cats. And what does 
that say about us as a society 
of human beings?
     Shelters cannot place feral 
cats into homes, so they may 
refuse to take them or have 
programs that don’t guarantee 
the cat returns to a cared-
for environment where food 
and shelter is supplied. Some 
might think a cat sanctuary is 
a good idea, but there really 
are very few of them. Attempts 
to relocate a cat to a barn 
home may be unsuccessful if 
the cat doesn’t acclimate easily 
or fit in with an established 
colony. Simply removing cats 
won’t necessarily decrease the 
problem unless all the cats are 
removed, as any remaining 
cats will still breed.
     Until there is less cat 
abandonment, and more 
cats are spayed and neutered 
to prevent unwanted litters, 
FCCO encourages TNR as the 
best means to decrease the 
numbers of feral cats and to 
keep them healthier.

TNR for Health 
Kris Ellingsen, DVM

These items and others are on our 
amazon.com Wish List and can be 
easily delivered to FCCO. Our list is 
also at feralcats.com if you’d prefer 
to purchase items locally and bring 
them to our clinic. Thank you! 

• Cat food (wet for kittens) 
• Cat food (dry) 
• Gallon-size freezer Ziploc bags
• Masking tape, 3M, 1”   
• Newspaper for lining traps 
• Office copy paper

FCCO Wish List

How We Track 
Hundreds of Traps
Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) is the heart 
of our program. The key to success in 
helping feral cats is being able to trap 
them for spay/neuter. We have nearly 200 
traps available at our clinic and another 
70 at “trap depots” overseen by volunteers 
around the metro area and even in Salem. 
At $60 each, it is important that we know 
where our traps are and that we get them 
back after the cat has been neutered and 
returned to his home.
     Years ago we switched from paper 
and pencil to an online spreadsheet. It 
was an okay system, but reporting delays 
caused problems and too many traps were 
not being returned. Then Leah Kennon, 
FCCO’s Operations Director, had a 
vision: bar codes. 

     We purchased a scanner and a database 
program that a volunteer customized for 
us. Each trap was assigned a bar code, 
which is laminated and attached to the 
trap. When a caregiver checks out or 
returns a trap we simply scan the bar code 
so that we always know who has our traps. 
It’s a much more efficient system, and so 
successful that it was recently shared by 
the Humane Society of the United States 
in their recent magazine.

Bar codes are printed on tags and attached to 
every FCCO trap for tracking.

http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/ref=gno_listpop_wi
http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/ref=gno_listpop_wi
http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/ref=gno_listpop_wi
http://www.feralcats.com/wish/
http://www.feralcats.com/wish/


how to successfully use the traps, and 
help the caregiver get all the cats they 
feed so there are no new kittens born. 
This method of TNR is most sustainable 
because it engages the caregiver, and 
is most successful at reducing feral cat 
populations because the focus is on 
getting all the cats spayed/neutered.
     It is a core value of FCCO that our 
services be affordable and accessible to 
anyone who needs them, and that is 
why our TNR services are provided at 
no cost to the caregiver. We suggest a 
$30 donation per cat, but we accept any 
amount the caregiver can contribute – 
even if that amount is zero. They are 
already heroes by caring for the cats on a 
daily basis, and we are grateful we have 
incredible donor support that allows us 
to provide these much-needed services at 
no charge.
     We now also offer low-cost pet cat 
spay/neuter for low-income residents and 
for those who need an affordable spay/
neuter option. These services are available 
on a sliding scale from $15 to $60 
depending on need. By helping pet cats 
who are at most risk of not being spayed/
neutered, we make sure these cats never 
add to homeless cat populations. 
     Our third strategy focuses on 
outreach and social change. We partner 
with the Audubon Society of Portland, 
Multnomah Animal Services, and Bonnie 
L. Hayes Small Animal Shelter on the 
Cats Safe at Home™ education campaign. 
The goal of this campaign is to encourage 
people to not let their pet cats roam free. 
By reducing the number of cats outdoors 
we will prevent future feral and stray cats 
and will keep all cats and wildlife safer. 
     By helping existing feral and stray cats 
get the care they need and preventing 
future generations from living on our 
streets, we are reducing homeless cat 
populations in the metro region. Our 
work is far from done – but together, with 
your support, we will continue to be there 
for the cats when they need us most. 
     On this birthday and always, we toast,  
“To the cats!”
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The 6th Annual Catio Tour
 Saturday, September 8, 2018
 10am - 2pm 
 $10 per participant
 Tickets: CatsSafeAtHome.org/catio

 

Register for the Catio Tour today – this popular event sells out! 
     Hosted by FCCO and the Audubon Society of Portland, the Tour 
features a variety of catios that keep cats and wildlife safe. Find your 
inspiration to build a fun and enriching outdoor enclosure for your cats!
     This year’s Tour, which is self-guided, will be in SE and SW Portland, 
including Lake Oswego. Before the event you’ll get a guidebook with 
photos, construction information, and maps so you can choose your 
route and which catios you want to check out. Catio Hosts will be on 
site to answer questions. See you on the Tour!

Catio Ideas
Cats like to climb! Consider building 

climbing structures or add ready-made ones. 

Can’t figure 
out access? Try 

a passageway 
from an available 

window to your 
preferred catio 

location.

Most important: Catios can bring your 
kitties happiness while keeping them – and 
wildlife  – safe.

See more ideas at CatsSafeAtHome.org/catio and join us on the Catio Tour!

https://www.catssafeathome.org/catio-tour-info/
https://www.catssafeathome.org/catio
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Trap-Neuter-Return in Action!   
Lisa originally had only a few barn cats to help out with 
rodent control. It wasn’t long until she said she had a 
“population boom of cats.” Determined to get control of 
the situation, Lisa brought seven adult cats to one clinic 
and will bring the kittens when they are big enough.

FCCO is a spay/neuter program. Our services are  
no-cost for feral and stray cats and low-cost for  
pet cats. We serve Oregon and SW Washington.
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Visit our website, call, or follow our posts for more info! 

feralcats.com  |  503-797-2606

Who We Are
FCCO BOARD OF DIRECTORS

• President: Kris Ellingsen, DVM 
• Vice President: Nena Baker 
• Treasurer: John Maddigan 
• Secretary: Michelle Baird-Johnson
• Board Members: Jacqui Neilson, DVM, DACVB;  
   Ken Hick; Cliff Deveney, MD; Karen Deveney, MD; 
   and Jim Jeans 
 

• Executive Director: Karen Kraus
• Operations Director: Leah Kennon, CVT
• Newsletter Editor: Karen Kraus
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