
Story from the Streets 
A True Community Cat

Eartips Help Identify Cats
Often cats in a colony 
are related and look very 
similar. Imagine you are 
feeding a colony of four 
or more black cats. It 
would be very difficult 
to look at each one and 
know for sure which 
one has been spayed/
neutered. It is even more 
challenging when the cats 
are feral and you can see 
them only from  
a distance.

     An effective visual identification is necessary. For this reason, 
“tipping” an ear is the international symbol of a spayed/neutered and 
vaccinated community cat. The procedure removes just the tip of the 
cat’s right ear and is performed by veterinary professionals while the cat 
is anesthetized for the spay or neuter surgery. You can see examples of an 
eartip in our logo and in the photographs on this page.
     The eartip not only allows people to tell from a distance if a cat has 
been spayed or neutered; it also saves the cat the stress of being trapped, 
transported, and anesthetized a second time, or more, in the future. 
Tipping the ear can also help the person feeding them notice new cats 
that show up and get them the care they need.
      If you see a cat 
with a tipped ear, you 
can rest assured that 
he or she is not adding 
to cat overpopulation. 
Someone has taken 
the time to look 
after the kitty and 
improved his or her 
life – and that is a 
really good thing.
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Little Bear was born in the summer of 
2010. His mother lived in my apartment 
complex and his father was likely a 
roaming feral cat. For the first year of his 
life, he had a home with a family, but then 
they moved and left him behind to fend 
for himself.
     Over the course of a few years, he made 
a number of casual friends around the 
apartment complex and a few folks would 
leave out food for him. He was a social cat 
and let people pet him.

     Then I moved in. I had just adopted a 
couple of cats and, as I was settling in, I 
noticed this stray take to me. Someone was 
calling him Blue Eyes. I pieced together 
his history from neighbors and learned of 
his original name, Little Bear. I started 
calling him Blue Bear. He had taken a 
liking to me, and I began feeding him 
and even coaxing him inside from time to 
time, especially during the cold and wet 
seasons. I refer to him as a puppy cat, as he 
is very playful and friendly. 
     I wanted to get Blue Bear neutered and 

Little Bear, also known as Blue Bear

An eartip distinguishes a cat who has already 
been spayed or neutered.

Caregivers proudly send us photos of their cats; 
some still feral while others are now friendly.



President’s Corner by Kris Ellingsen, DVM 

There is a 
parasite living 
among us 
that causes 
the disease 
toxoplasmosis. 
Why do I 
bring it up? 
Because 

cats play a key role in the life 
cycle of this parasite. The disease 
is caused by an infection with a 
parasite called Toxoplasma gondii 
(Toxo), which reproduces in the 
cat’s intestinal tract. The way it 
works: a cat ingests something 
contaminated (i.e., a mouse, raw 
food, standing water); the parasite 
produces infective eggs; the eggs 
(which are too small to be visible) 
come out in the cat’s feces. This  
occurs for only a short time after a  
cat is initially infected, and then 
never again. 
     Given that the eggs are not 
immediately infectious and that 
cats are fastidiously clean groomers, 
it is unlikely that the infection 

is spread simply by petting or 
interacting with a cat. 
     The most important thing that 
we as cat lovers can do is to reduce 
the risk of the disease developing 
wherever possible. Here are five 
ways you can help:

1. prevent your cat from hunting  
    (one good way is keeping your  
    cat indoors);
2. feed cats only commercial food  
    or well-cooked table food, not  
    raw or undercooked meats;
3. clean litter boxes daily;
4. dispose of litter in sealed bags   
     and place in your garbage; and
5. keep sandboxes covered so  
    they aren’t used as litter boxes  
    by outdoor cats.

     At FCCO we are taking steps to 
help decrease the spread of Toxo by 
working to reduce the population 
of feral and stray cats. We are also 
working with community partners 
to promote Cats Safe at Home™, 
and to reduce free-roaming cats. 
This is good for cats and wildlife, 
and helps prevent toxoplasmosis.

 Dr. Kris Ellingsen

The Take on Toxoplasmosis

Does Kitty Need to 
Go Out for Fun?

The great outdoors can provide lots of 
entertainment for cats – but it also comes 
with lots of dangers for your cat and for 
wildlife and birds. This is a reason why 
FCCO is a founding member of the 

Cats Safe at Home™ program and why 
we work with the Audubon Society of 
Portland to host the annual Catio Tour 
(see page 3).
     Here are some ways to provide indoor 
fun that won’t cost anything: 
     An empty box. Kitty can play inside 
on one day (try adding ping pong balls), 
then flip it upside down with catnip 
underneath. Another time cut “mouse 
holes” in the sides and hide treats inside.  
     A paper bag. Vary the cardboard box 
ideas with a paper bag for all “new” toys. 
     You thought that was trash! Plastic 
tops from milk jugs, twist-ties, and 
similar items can take on second lives as 
cat toys – just be sure to watch your cat 
with small items that might be eaten. 
     A wooden ladder. Bring the ladder in 
for a couple days now and again and your 
little climber will have a great time!
     Remember, even if your current kitty 
goes outdoors, consider longer stays 
indoors – and maybe your next cat can be 
an indoor cat.

I would like to take a moment to welcome two new members to  
FCCO’s Board of Directors. Drs. Cliff and Karen Deveney both joined 
in January and jumped right in and served as Honorary Chairs of our 
Furball in May. It was an incredibly successful event and we are truly 

grateful to have them as part of our team.
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Our Wish List includes a bank of cages. This is a special request that will 
greatly help our pet cat program. The cost for it is about $5,000. If you can 
help with this specific need please contact Karen at 503-797-2606.

 
 

To see more needed items, please visit our Amazon.com Wish List. You can 
also buy locally and deliver to our clinic. Thank you!

    While I enjoyed the very fancy and elaborate catios, I really 
loved seeing low-cost, easy to create ones which will help me build 
one within my budget.
   ~ 2016 Catio Tour Registrant

Summer Wish List

• Wet kitten food          • Cardboard carriers for separating kittens
• Dry cat food          • Counter-top standing desk 
• Newspaper for lining traps   • Bank of cages

vaccinated, so I made an appointment 
with FCCO. Now this is one smart and 
tough cat, and he seemed to know what 
the trap was all about. He challenged 
me, but I eventually trapped and took 
him to the clinic. When I picked him 
up I was told that he had already been 
neutered. Without an eartip there was no 
way for me to know this, but he now has 
one and so won’t ever have that stress or 
unnecessary anesthesia, which is a relief.
     Blue Bear became more comfortable 
going in and out of my apartment but 
then last summer I saw him limping 
around the parking lot. I tried to bring 
him in, but he kept eluding me. He went 
missing for several days and I feared 
that the worst had happened. Then all 
of a sudden he showed up, limping even 
worse. He had this look of defeat on his 
face, like “I’m hungry, I’m hurt. Help 
me.” He came in and ate.
     I took him to a vet the next day but 
nothing showed on the x-ray. The vet gave 
him pain medicine, and I set about keeping 
him inside for as many days as possible.
    Do you have any idea how hard it 
is to keep an outdoor, pseudo-feral cat 
inside? Fortunately, the pain medication 
helped to keep him mellow, and he was 
pretty well behaved. After about five days 
inside he was getting around pretty well, 
jumping on and off things, and seemed 
anxious to go back out. I let him out and 
he acted fully recovered shortly after.
     It eventually came time for me to 
move, but the question was what I would 
do about Blue Bear. It seemed unfair 
to take him from his home turf – he 
basically owned the apartment complex. 
A neighbor stepped up and I made sure 
to leave a few of his favorite toys to help 
with the transition. I’m happy to report 
that he took to the neighbor just as he 
took to me, going in and out of the 
apartment. Plus he gets to stay in the turf 
that he has ruled for seven years. 
     Blue Bear is a good cat and I’m 
fortunate enough to have been his buddy.

~ Michael S., Portland

Saturday, September 9, 2017      
10am - 2pm 

$10 per participant 
Tickets: feralcats.com/catio

Don’t miss this special 5th Annual Catio Tour! Hosted by FCCO and 
the Audubon Society of Portland, the tour features a variety of catios 
that are keeping Portland cats safe while providing them a fun and 
enriching environment. One even uses old bicycle rims!
     The self-guided tour will be in SE and NE Portland this year. A 
guidebook will be sent to you before the event. It will have photos, 
construction information, and maps so you can choose your route and 
which ones you want to check out. Catio Hosts will be on site to point 
out their catio’s features.

Get Inspired!

The 5th Annual Catio Tour

http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/1P10X5IC64XP4/ref=cm_wl_huc_view
http://www.feralcats.com/catio
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Trap-Neuter-Return in Action! 
Cheerio is a feral kitty who visited us from 
Vancouver, WA. Her caregiver Lori told us, “She 
visits every night and often demands some 
attention. If she sees us looking at her out our 
window, she will meow and go stand by the door. 
But she won’t come in and she is still very jumpy.”
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Who We Are
FCCO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
• President:  Kris Ellingsen, DVM
• Treasurer:  Claire Rolfs 
• Secretary:  Michelle Baird-Johnson
• Board Members:  Nena Baker; Cliff Deveney, MD;   
   Karen Deveney, MD; Ken Hick; John Maddigan;  
   Hilary Matarazzo, DVM; Jacqui Neilson, DVM, DACVB 
 

• Executive Director:  Karen Kraus
• Operations Director:  Leah Kennon, CVT
• Newsletter Editor:  Karen Kraus

The Feral Cat Coalition of Oregon (FCCO) is a  
spay/neuter program offering donation-based services for 
feral and stray cats and low-cost for pet cats. We help cats 

from Oregon and SW Washington.
 

Volume 6, Issue 11, of Street Tails was printed July 2017.

 
 

 

 

Visit our website, call, or follow our posts for more info! 

feralcats.com  |  503-797-2606

It’s time for our 
Summer Spay Spectacular!

 

Are you feeding feral or stray cats? Do you know 
someone who is? Now is the time to act! We have a 
FREE spay/neuter special throughout August.  
     Please help spread the word! Download a flyer 
at feralcats.com and hang it in your grocery store, 
laundromat, coffee shop, office, library – everywhere!

http://www.twitter.com/FeralCatsOR
http://www.linkedin.com/company/the-feral-cat-coalition-of-oregon?trk=hb_tab_compy_id_2410014
https://www.facebook.com/FeralCatCoalitionofOregon
http://www.twitter.com/FeralCatsOR
http://www.linkedin.com/company/the-feral-cat-coalition-of-oregon?trk=hb_tab_compy_id_2410014
http://instagram.com/feralcatsor
http://feralcats.com
http://feralcats.com

