
From One to One Hundred
In late winter a very large colony of cats from a property in Yamhill, 
Oregon, came to FCCO’s clinic. It took eight clinic visits to trap and 
transport the 100 cats who were spayed/neutered.
    While this was one of the largest colonies we have helped, it isn’t 
unusual for us to hear about colonies of 20 or more feral cats. It can 
happen quickly, and that is why our services are so important. Someone 
feeding a cat in the spring can find themselves feeding 16-20 cats by year-
end if they don’t spay/neuter. 
     It starts by putting out a bowl of food. “That one had babies and it just 
kept growing from there,” Patricia told us about her original Mama Cat. As 
a senior living on a limited income, Patricia needed help. At two clinics in 
February, FCCO spayed/neutered all 27 of the cats she feeds.
     We would rather hear from people when the cat first shows up, but 
many people don’t think about spaying/neutering until they see kittens. 
That’s why more than half of the feral cat caregivers who contact us are 
feeding five or more cats – mom and her litter of kittens. Talking to friends 
and sharing our information is the most helpful thing you can do to raise 
awareness so more cats get the help they need before another litter is born. 
     What sets FCCO apart from all other spay/neuter programs in the area 
is that we have the systems, experience, and capacity to safely help 50 or 
more feral cats in a day. We provide a humane trap for each cat in a colony 
and work with caregivers to get them all spayed/neutered, thus ending the 
breeding cycle in their colony. 
     For each feral or stray cat brought to FCCO’s clinic we suggest a 
donation of $30. This helps cover the expense of the surgical supplies, 
anesthesia, pain medicine, vaccines, and treatment for fleas and ear mites. 
The actual cost is greater, but even $30 is more than most caregivers can 
afford, and when caring for multiple cats donating is typically not possible. 
It’s a core value of ours to be affordable and accessible to all who need 
our services, so we never turn away a feral cat caregiver who isn’t able to 
contribute. We are able to keep our feral cat services no-cost because we 
have your support. The cats need and deserve our care, and together our 
compassionate services await all who need them. That is truly something to 
purr about.

Stories from the Street

The cats pictured at right all belong to colonies of 20 or more feral or 
stray cats. They are all healthy and fed by kind caregivers. They are also 

all spayed/neutered  — no longer adding to their colony’s population.



President’s Corner

People who feed feral cats 
are called caregivers for a 
good reason — most of them 
become very attached to 
and in-tune with these kitties, 
having accepted responsibility 
for the cats’ well-being that 
goes beyond feeding. 
     After the first recognition 
of a need for food, many 
caregivers then provide a safe 
place for sleeping, and get 
them spayed/neutered and 
vaccinated to prevent more 
cats and to keep them (and 
our communities) healthier. 
     A caregiver may become 
concerned if one of their 
colony looks sick or injured, or 
isn’t coming out to eat at the 
regular feeding time. Some 
cats who aren’t truly feral, 
likely abandoned strays, can 
be handled once accustomed 
to their caregiver. These 
cats may do fine visiting a 
veterinary clinic.
     For cats who normally are 
too fearful for handling, the 
cat may need to be trapped. 
Before trapping, be sure to 
ask if your veterinary clinic is 
comfortable working with feral 
cats. Many feral cats will need 
sedation to be examined. If 
not, you can try a cat-specific 
clinic, as most are able to 
manage feral cat care, or call 

FCCO for suggestions. 
    In some situations the 
best option for a cat who 
cannot get on-going care, 
even if that care could help 
to some degree, may be 
humane euthanasia. We 
have to respect the cat who 
would become too stressed 
or unmanageable in a 
clinic, or in a home setting, 
for daily medicating or 
nursing care. This can be a 
difficult discussion with the 
veterinarian, but it is best for 
the cat and the caregiver to be 
honest and reasonable. 
     There are times, though, 
when veterinary care can 
be provided that resolves 
(or mostly so) the problem. 
Cat fight abscesses are a 
good example, as once kitty 
is sedated, these can be 
cleaned out and a long-acting 
antibiotic injection given that 
forgoes the need for additional 
treatment. 
     So caregivers, consider 
getting to know a veterinarian 
who is comfortable working 
with feral cats and you will 
feel you are able to give more 
care to your colony if ever 
necessary. 

When a Feral Cat Gets Sick 

Kris Ellingsen, DVM

FCCO Wish List: 
A New(er) Van

Welcome to our Board, Jim Jeans! Jim has supported FCCO  
for many years and, as a Petco Store Manager, has been 
instrumental in securing Petco Foundation grants and other small 
fundraisers. He will be leading FCCO’s Development Committee.

Donating Wish List items helps us direct 
more funds to the cats. The items below 
and others are on our amazon.com Wish 
List and can be easily delivered to FCCO 
(if you use smile.amazon.com purchases 
can earn extra funds for the cats!). Our list 
is also at feralcats.com/wish if you would 
like to purchase items locally and bring 
them to our clinic. Thank you! 

     • Canned kitten food 
     • Home Depot gift cards
     • Masking tape, 3M, 1” 
     • Newspaper for lining traps
     • Office copy paper
     • Sheets for trap covers
     • Zip ties, 6”

    We are also seeking a new or gently 
used (2013 or newer) van that will allow 
our staff to safely transport cats and traps 
to extend our reach in the community.    
     If you think you might have the right 
vehicle to donate, please call FCCO’s 
Executive Director, Karen Kraus, at  
503-797-2606. We hope to be purring 
down the road soon.

https://smile.amazon.com/
http://www.feralcats.com/wish/
http://www.feralcats.com/wish/


Rock Bottom Brewery in Portland has 
created a very special beer for FCCO. This 
light, refreshing Pale Ale pops with hops 
and hints of tropical fruits, citrus, dark 
berries, and pine, and is, of course, the 
PURRFECT PALE ALE. 
     This is a limited edition brew to 
support spay/neuter services for feral and 
stray cats! It will be on draft until it runs 
out (likely mid-May).

Tapping Party!
Thursday, April 12 at 5:30pm 

Rock Bottom Brewery
206 SW Morrison St, Portland 

Pints will be $3 from 5:30-6:30pm at the 
Tapping Party, with 100% of proceeds 
going to the cats! After that, FCCO 
receives 25¢ per pint. Limited edition 
bottles will be on sale at the Tapping Party 
and also a part of the Furball auction.  
     Join us at the Tapping Party for great 
beer, live music, and a special raffle –
including art from Tom Cramer!

PURRFECT PALE ALE 
Tapping Party

Join us on the Red Carpet for a very special celebration of 
the 20th Annual Furball. There will be lots of excitement as 
we all cheer for the cats to be the big winners this year! 

The Furball often sells out, so gather your friends and go to 
feralcats.com to get your tickets. 

Our live and silent auctions will feature almost 100 amazing 
packages including art, getaways, items for cats, and of 
course a trip to Hollywood. There will be photos taken on 
the red carpet (watch for pawpurrazzi all around), food 
and special drinks, and live music.

Special thanks to Leslie B. Durst, the Ed Cauduro Fund of
the Oregon Community Foundation, Petco Foundation, 
Tom Cramer, Rock Bottom Brewery, and Sokol Blosser 
Winery, as well as our many generous sponsors.

May 5, 2018 

Portland Art Museum

Celebrating Our Volunteers!
Loud purrs to all of the amazing and hardworking individuals who give 
their free time and talents for the cats! We wouldn’t be able to help nearly 
as many cats without the incredible support volunteers give to FCCO. 
There are incredible people who have been helping since the 1990’s and 
others who came to orientation recently who we are excited to get to know.   
     Volunteers help FCCO in every way: getting the word out about our 
services, scheduling cats, helping in the clinic, fundraising, and more. They 
are improving our program daily. National Volunteer Week is April 15 - 21, 
but we are grateful for your help every day. Thank You!

http://www.feralcats.com/furball-info
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Trap-Neuter-Return in Action!   
Tom and Joyce want the cats they feed to be safe, 
and even built a large shelter with a raccoon-proof 
door for them. Wanting them to be healthy, too, 
they brought this cat and the eight other members of 
their colony to be spayed/neutered and vaccinated.

FCCO is a spay/neuter program. Our services are  
donation-based for feral and stray cats and low-cost for  

pet cats. We serve Oregon and SW Washington.
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Visit our website, call, or follow our posts for more info! 

feralcats.com  |  503-797-2606

Who We Are
FCCO BOARD OF DIRECTORS

• President: Kris Ellingsen, DVM 
• Vice-President: Nena Baker 
• Treasurer: John Maddigan 
• Secretary: Michelle Baird-Johnson
• Board Members: Jacqui Neilson, DVM, DACVB,  
   Ken Hick, Cliff Deveney, MD, Karen Deveney, MD, 
   and Jim Jeans 
 

• Executive Director: Karen Kraus
• Operations Director: Leah Kennon, CVT
• Newsletter Editor: Karen Kraus
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Show Off Your Catio! 
 

FCCO is co-hosting the 6th Annual 
Catio Tour with the Audubon 
Society of Portland and we’re looking 
for the purrfect catios to be featured! 
     From simple to spectacular, we 
hope you will submit your catio to be 
part of this great event, which will be 
on Saturday, September 8, 2018.
All submissions in the Portland 
metro area are encouraged. 
     More info about the Catio Tour is 
at CatsSafeAtHome.org.

http://www.twitter.com/FeralCatsOR
http://www.linkedin.com/company/the-feral-cat-coalition-of-oregon?trk=hb_tab_compy_id_2410014
https://www.facebook.com/FeralCatCoalitionofOregon
http://www.twitter.com/FeralCatsOR
http://www.linkedin.com/company/the-feral-cat-coalition-of-oregon?trk=hb_tab_compy_id_2410014
http://instagram.com/feralcatsor
http://feralcats.com
https://www.catssafeathome.org/

