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Love is in the Air

Free & low-cost
spay/neuter surgeries

feralcats.com

It’s Springtime with longer days, warmer weather, flowers 
blooming and....yep, cats breeding!
Spring is the time of year to get cats 
spayed/neutered BEFORE they have 
kittens. We offer affordable options 
for all cats, from feral to friendly.
     It’s our mission to improve the 
welfare and reduce the population 
of feral and stray cats through spay/
neuter programs and education. To 
help accomplish these goals we offer 
our services for feral and stray cats at 
no charge. 
     Last year we expanded our services 
to include pet cats. We’ve seen the need for these services steadily 
grow. Just over half of the people who get a new cat got the kitty from 
a friend or family member, or found the cat. That means the cat is 
usually not fixed and, without our help, litters soon follow. FCCO offers 
several options for pet cats including $10 surgeries for people on public 
assistance, and we accept the Oregon Spay/Neuter Fund Coupon where 
neuters are $35 and spays are $50. Vaccines and other services are also 
available at a low cost for pet cats.
     Another reason to act now? In our climate cats can have three litters 
per year and get pregnant at just five months old! If you or someone you 
know needs help, call us at 503-797-2606 or visit feralcats.com/services.

In the summer of 2015 “T” was born 
into a colony of 14 feral cats in Pleasant 
Home, Oregon. I rescued T, short for 
Trubel (a character on the Grimm TV 
show) and her brother and had them 
spayed/neutered at FCCO as kittens. 
We were able to later trap the resident 
male and two adult females, along with 
their two litters of kittens. They were all 
brought to FCCO for care.
     Today T lives in our home as part of 
our family. She is slightly guarded but  a 
very loving, friendly, beautiful cat. Ten 
cats from her colony now live in our barn 
as natural rodent control on barn duty.

~ Yvonne B., Boring, Oregon

Making Our Services Available
“I’m currently caring for about twenty strays... and thirty bucks 
apiece doesn’t work for me.”  This message was from a caregiver 
who knew we suggest a donation of $30 per feral or stray cat 
brought to our clinic. We explained that it’s just a suggestion to 
help cover the costs of our services. We don’t turn anyone away 
because they can’t afford to donate. He was very relieved.
     We’re grateful to our donors and volunteers for supporting our 
work so we can keep our costs low and provide “give what you 
can afford” services. It’s important to us that spay/neuter services 
for feral and stray cats are accessible to all who need them. Your 
support helps ensure this, making the cats healthier, controlling 
colony size, and preventing cat overpopulation. Purrs to you!

T in the photo 
above and her 
littermates at 
right. All were 
spayed/neutered 
at FCCO while 
they were still 
kittens and will 
never add to cat 
overpopulation.

http://www.feralcats.com/services


President’s Corner by Kris Ellingsen, DVM 

A positive 
medical test 
can strike fear 
into the heart, 
and it’s no 
different for 
cat guardians 
when the 
diagnosis 

is Feline Immunodeficiency 
Virus (FIV) in their cat. Having 
a confirmatory test is advised, 
and even if it also is positive, FIV 
needn’t be thought of as a death 
sentence. 
     Prevalence rates across North 
America of FIV are anywhere from 
1%-4.6%, and vary according 
to gender and age, the highest 
being in middle-aged intact male 
cats. Because the virus is almost 
exclusively spread in saliva through 
deep bite wounds, the population 
that is fighting for mates on the 
streets has the most potential for 
acquiring and spreading the virus.  
     Because the incidence rate is so 
low, at FCCO clinics cats are only 
tested for FeLV (Feline Leukemia 
Virus) and FIV if they appear to be 
ill and their outdoor quality of life 
could be in question.
     Despite the contagious nature 
of FIV, it is crucial to note that 
transmission in stable households 
is very rare. Because of the 

requirement for deep bite wounds 
and the low risk of transmission 
even in this 
situation, FIV 
positive cats 
may often be 
housed with 
FIV negative 
cats with little to 
no risk. Several 
studies have 
shown that in 
households with 
no new cats 
added or removed, FIV negative 
cats are seldom infected even after 
several years (studied most recently 
at the College of Veterinary 
Medicine, Purdue University, and 
published in 2012).
     And while FIV is a lifelong 
condition, it is almost never fatal 
and usually easily manageable. 
Euthanasia, if it occurs, is usually 
due to secondary disease (oral 
infection, neurologic disease, etc.). 
Euthanasia is never necessary due 
solely to a positive diagnosis of FIV.
     So the good news is that FIV 
is uncommon even in outdoor 
or feral cats, and is not likely to 
be transmitted as long as cats 
cohabitate peacefully. Altering cats 
so they are less likely to fight, and 
keeping cats indoors, will keep 
them safer and healthier!

Make a Cat Happy: Provide Inspiration for Others to Build a Catio! 
 

The 5th Annual Catio Tour will be Saturday, September 9, 2017 
 

Do you have a catio (also known as a cat patio or cat enclosure) and want 
to show it off? Be a Catio Host! We are looking for a variety of catios 
in the Portland metro area, ranging from simple and crafty to simply 
stunning.  
     Consider being a Catio Host and help inspire others to build a safe 

outdoor space for their cats. Share this with friends, too, who you think have a great catio 
and encourage them to submit their catio. For submission info go to feralcats.com/catio.

 Dr. Kris Ellingsen

FIV and Cats

FCCO Wish List
Our biggest need right now is cat food. 
We offer food to caregivers who need 
help feeding their cats. Our complete 
Wish List is at feralcats.com, and also on 
Amazon.com where you can have items 
sent directly to us. Thank you!

Cheers for Our 
Volunteers!

 

“You make a living by what you get. 
You make a life by what you give.”

~Winston Churchill

Adding to this beautiful sentiment, 
when you volunteer with FCCO 
you also help save lives – and 
improve lives. 
     Volunteers help in our clinics, 
talking with caregivers on the 
phones, connecting with the 
public at street fairs, organizing 
fundraising events like the Furball, 
and much more. We see some 

volunteers each week. Others help quietly, 
posting our specials on social media and 
hanging flyers. Donated time adds up and 
combined has helped FCCO care for a 
remarkable 85,000 cats!
     Very special purrs of thanks to our 
wonderful volunteers. We understand that 
time is precious and we are truly honored 
that you choose to share your time 
benefiting cats in our community.
     Thinking about volunteering? Find 
more info at feralcats.com/volunteer. We 
hope to see you soon!

http://feralcats.com/catio
http://feralcats.com/catio.html
http://www.feralcats.com/
http://www.feralcats.com/volunteer


Keeping Cats 
and Birds Safe 

 

Improving Life for Cats and Birds

As animal lovers we are concerned about 
all creatures. Right now we’re looking 
out for our feathered friends as spring is 
“fledgling season” when birds are raising 
their young. They are very vulnerable 
at this age. According to the Audubon 
Society of Portland, fledglings are able 

to walk, hop, and flap, and they may 
attempt short flights, but are still being 
cared for by the parents. If you find a 
fledgling, it should be left alone, or at 
the most, placed in a nearby shrub. Keep 
people and pets away so the parents will 
care for it until it can fly.
     You can help the birds and wildlife by 
not letting your pet cats roam free. If you 
want your cats to have some time outside, 
make it safe for them and wildlife by 
building a catio (an outdoor enclosure), 
installing cat fencing, or taking them on 
a leash and enjoy outdoor time together.
     Helping our community learn more 
about keeping cats and wildlife safe.  
The Cats Safe at Home™ campaign is 
led by FCCO, the Audubon Society of 
Portland, Multnomah County Animal 
Services, and Washington County 
Animal Services. Together we have 
developed a new educational website. 
Check it out at CatsSafeAtHome.org 
and watch as our community becomes a 
national leader in cat-bird love.

JOIN OUR MISSION! 
HELP SPAY/NEUTER 
MORE THAN 6,000 
CATS EACH YEAR.

Portland Art Museum | Kridel Grand Ballroom 
1219 SW Park Avenue | Portland, OR 97205

ATTIRE: 1960’s OR JAMES BOND SPY-WEAR

SATURDAY, MAY 6, 2017
6:00 PM to 10:30 PM

WALL OF WINE
DESSERT AUCTION

RAFFLES
LIVE & SILENT AUCTIONS

Event Ticket $100 in advance 
or $125 after May 1st

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
OR TO PURCHASE TICKETS:

FERALCATS.COM

FERAL CAT COALITION OF OREGON’S 19TH ANNUAL FURBALL

Join us for this year’s Furball, filled with James Bond-
style excitement. The primary mission is to help many 
cats this year, but we’re sure you will have a plethora of 
fun, too!  

    Get your tickets today! The Furball often sells out, so gather 
your friends and go to feralcats.com/furball to get your tickets. Our 
live and silent auctions will feature almost 100 amazing packages 
including art, travel, wine and beer, and, of course, items for cats! 
     Special thanks to Leslie B. Durst and the Ed Cauduro Fund of 
the Oregon Community Foundation, 
Drs. Cliff and Karen Deveney, 
Bendistillery, Hopworks Urban 
Brewery, and Sokol Blosser Winery, 
and our many generous sponsors.

This kitty showed off his catio during the 
2016 Catio Tour.

https://www.catssafeathome.org/
http://www.bobsredmill.com/
http://www.feralcats.com/furball-info
http://www.feralcats.com/furball-info
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TNR in Action! Last fall Elizabeth discovered 
a feral mama cat and her four kittens living under 
her woodshed and began putting out food for them 
right away. She brought all six in to our clinic and all 
have now been spayed/neutered and vaccinated,  
including little “Fluffernutter” pictured here.

Who We Are
FCCO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
• President:  Kris Ellingsen, DVM
• Treasurer:  Claire Rolfs 
• Secretary:  Michelle Baird-Johnson
• Board Members:  Nena Baker, Cliff Deveney, MD,  
   Karen Deveney, MD, Ken Hick, John Maddigan,  
   Hilary Matarazzo, DVM, Jacqui Neilson, DVM, DACVB 
 
• Executive Director:  Karen Kraus
• Operations Director:  Leah Kennon, CVT
• Newsletter Editor:  Karen Kraus
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Feeding a stray cat?  
Act now before kitty surprises 
you with a litter of kittens 
also looking for food!   
Can’t touch the cat?  
We have traps available and 
tricks to make it easy for both 
you and the cat.  
 

One kitten or a large colony 
of 20 cats – we can help! 
Call 503-797-2606 and ask 
about our FREE special.

Spay Your Stray in May!

The Feral Cat Coalition of Oregon (FCCO) is a  
spay/neuter program for feral and stray cats living in  

Oregon and SW Washington.
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Visit our website, call, or follow our posts for more info! 

feralcats.com  |  503-797-2606

http://www.feralcats.com/news-events/2016/free
http://feralcats.com

