
Catios On the Rise!
Catios are growing in popularity 
locally and afar. The idea for 
outdoor enclosures wasn’t created 
in Portland, but we are at the 
forefront of this trend. The very 
first Catio Tour in the country was 
hosted by the Feral Cat Coalition 
of Oregon and the Audubon 
Society of Portland in 2013. We 
created the event as a way to 
engage the community in keeping 
cats and wildlife safe as part of our 
Cats Safe at Home™ campaign.      

     Our Catio Tour was an instant success. This year – our sixth – 1,300 
guests registered and more than 200 were on a wait list after it sold out 
early! Now catio tours are popping up in many other cities including 
Seattle, Austin, Santa Cruz, Gainesville, Florida, and even Vancouver, BC. 
     What do the majority of our guests have in common? They want to 
give their cats safe outdoor time. With 76% of attendees on this year’s tour 
“likely to build a catio,” we are reaching our goal of inspiring people to add 
one to their home — more than 400 already exist in the metro area! 
     When outdoors, cats face many hazards including cars, coyotes, 
poisons, and even getting lost. In addition, cats are skilled hunters and prey 
on our local wildlife. The Audubon Society of Portland’s Wildlife Care 
Center handles 3,000 animals per year, and 40% of them are brought in 
because of cat-related injuries. When people keep their cat safe at home, 
they prevent harm to their cat and to 
our native wildlife. It’s a win-win!  
     Visit CatsSafeAtHome.org to 
learn more about catios, and take the 
pledge to keep your cat safe at home.

One day a cat started coming 
and going through my kitchen 
window. I woke up one morning 
and the whole house smelled of 
male cat spray. As you probably 
know, that is a very pungent 
scent, but I still didn’t want to 
keep the window closed and 
prevent him from coming in 
because I didn’t know whether or 
not this kitty had a home. 
     A couple of times I could 
hear a strange cat downstairs 
in the kitchen and I would run 
down and he would be gone. I 
finally put out a can of tuna in 
the kitchen, figuring he would 
come to that, and I sat at the 
dining room table waiting until I 
could close the door behind him. 
     I put up flyers all over the 
neighborhood and nobody 
claimed him, and that’s when 
I realized that he was actually 
just a sweet abandoned stray. 
It seems like at some point he 
had a home because he allows 
people to pet him. After trying to 
find an owner I decided to take

The Fab Foursome’s 
Flat (top) and the 
Jewel Box (right) 

were featured on the 
2018 Catio Tour. 
Norton (left) was 
a wonderful Host 
Kitty, showing off 

features of his catio, 
including a tunnel.

Story from 
the Streets
Surprise Guest Looks  
for His Forever Home
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President’s Corner

You may have noticed that 
FCCO is now offering services 
for pet cats, in addition to the 
feral cats and their caregivers 
we have served for 23 years. 
Besides helping to maximize 
our clinic capacity, our mission 
contains the phrase, “to reduce 
the population of feral and 
stray cats through spay/neuter 
programs and education.” Any 
unaltered cats, pets included, 
that are free-roaming can add 
to the feral cat population. 
By providing low-cost pet cat 
services to the community 
we hope to remove financial 
barriers to spay/neuter.
     While feral cats are still 
FCCO’s main focus, services 
for pet cats, including vaccines 
and microchips, are being well-
received. As with any animal, 
when cats are healthier and 
vaccinated it improves the 
welfare not only of those cats, 
but the community as a whole. 
Additionally, microchipped 
cats are more likely to be 
returned home if lost, rather 
than ending up living as strays 
on the streets.
     I have been involved 
with FCCO since 2001. The 
addition of pet cat services 
is an exciting change, yet 

just one way I’ve seen 
the organization evolve. 
FCCO began as a group of 
veterinarians concerned about 
feral cat welfare. These doctors 
were the surgeons, Board 
of Directors, and volunteer 
coordinators... basically doing 
it all. In the earlier years, when 
the Executive Director and 
Operations Director positions 
came about, the doctors 
could continue to do what 
they do best – surgery and cat 
care. The Board of Directors 
no longer requires only 
veterinarians, so volunteers 
with backgrounds in other 
areas to help manage and 
grow the organization are now 
in place. 
     I am excited to see how 
FCCO evolves in the future to 
help even more cats, as well 
as our communities.

     It’s my pleasure to welcome 
Shawn Mangum to our 
Board of Directors. Shawn 
brings estate planning and 
investment strategy experience, 
and lots of enthusiasm for 
helping the cats. 

The Evolution of FCCO 
Kris Ellingsen, DVM

We are now collecting donations 
to help the cats in the cold winter 
months ahead. These include bags 
of dry cat food and shelter-building 
supplies, especially 25- or 31-gallon 
storage bins and lids (Rubbermaid 

brand work best). These items and 
others are on our amazon.com Wish 
List for easy delivery to FCCO. Our 
list is also at feralcats.com if you 
prefer to purchase locally and bring 
items to our clinic. Thank you!

FCCO Wish List

Frequently 
Asked Questions
Word of mouth remains the top way 
people hear about our services, so as 
an ambassador for cats we thought you 
might like to see the questions we are 
most frequently asked. 

How much does it cost?
Services for feral, stray, and barn cats are 
no-cost. Pet cat services are all low-cost, 
with the spay/neuter ranging on a sliding 
scale from $15-$60. 

Besides spay/neuter, what other services 
do the cats receive?
Each feral cat receives FVRCP (distemper) 
and rabies vaccines, and flea and ear mite 
treatment as needed. For pet cats these are 
offered at a low-cost, as well as microchips.

Are pet cats eartipped?
No, just feral, stray, and barn cats.

How many cats can I bring at a time?
As many cats as can be safely transported. 

How do I bring the cats to you?
Feral and stray cats should come in 
humane traps. We are able to loan these 
out. Traps reduce risk of injury to the 
caregiver, the cat, and our clinic staff.

Do I need to make an appointment?
Yes. Call us at 503-797-2606 or fill out 
our online form at feralcats.com.

How long is a cat at FCCO’s clinic?
Cats are dropped off in the morning and 
picked up the same afternoon.

What is the earliest age I can spay or 
neuter a kitten?
Kittens can be spayed/neutered as young 
as 8-10 weeks of age if they weigh more 
than 2 pounds and are healthy. 

At what age can a cat get pregnant?
A cat can have kittens at as young as just 
five months old!

http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/ref=gno_listpop_wi
http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/ref=gno_listpop_wi
http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/ref=gno_listpop_wi
http://www.feralcats.com/wish/
http://www.feralcats.com/wish/
http://www.feralcats.com/
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5 Ways YOU Can Help the Cats 

During the Holiday Season
1. Hosting a holiday party? Suggest guests bring a 
donation to FCCO instead of a bottle of wine. They can hang 
their envelope on your party’s giving tree (ideas: your holiday 
card holder or a cat tree decorated for the evening!).

2. Give a gift every cat lover will actually want to wear! Check out our 
new sweatshirt design on the back page of this newsletter and get yours now at 
feralcats.com/store or the next time you’re at our clinic!

3. Shop Amazon and help 
the cats. Whether for gifts 
or just for yourself, go to 
smile.amazon.com first. 
It’s the same Amazon, 
but just by going through 
AmazonSmile they donate 
0.5% of the price of eligible 
purchases to FCCO, which 
adds up fast!

4. You can get almost anything at Fred Meyer – including extra support 
for the cats! Please take just a minute to sign up. You will get special coupons 
and rewards, as well as fuel discounts for when you fill up, and as a bonus 
FCCO gets a generous donation to help more cats! Go to FredMeyer.com and 
“Savings & Rewards,” then search for FCCO’s number (VC140). It’s a win-win 
every time you shop and use your Rewards Card!

5. We’re in the Give!Guide and have a $10,000 Challenge 
Match from  Universal Cycles – Portland’s most cat-loving 
bike shop! Willamette Week’s Give!Guide offers great 
incentives for giving to some of the best non-profits in 
Portland, and Universal Cycles will make your gift go twice 
as far! You’ll find a link to the Give!Guide at feralcats.com 
when it comes out on November 1st.

Changes to the tax code have some people looking for new ways to give. Right 
now we’re hearing from supporters that Donor-Advised funds are one of the 
easiest and most tax-advantageous ways to contribute and help the cats.
     A Donor-Advised Fund (DAF) is like an investment account just to support 
non-profit organizations. When you contribute cash, securities, or other assets 
to a DAF you are generally eligible to take an immediate tax deduction. Your 
charitable gift now belongs to the DAF’s sponsoring organization (such as 
Fidelity Charitable, Vanguard Charitable, or Oregon Community Foundation) 
and those funds are invested for tax-free growth. You become a DAF advisor 
and you can then recommend grants to a non-profit like FCCO.
     Ask your tax specialist if this would be a good way for you to help the cats!

Bronnie’s daughter named their stray 
kitty Cookie “because he was so sweet.”

advantage of your wonderful 
services and got him neutered 
and vaccinated.
    When I brought him back 
home I kept him indoors for 
about a week and then let 
him outside to see if he had 
a home he wanted to return 
to. He was back within a day. 
Now settled in, “Cookie” has 
access to our backyard, which 
has cat fencing so he cannot 
get out and into any trouble 
or danger, though he actually 
prefers the indoors now.
   Once he was neutered 
Cookie began pushing his 
cheeks up against everybody 
and everything. He is a 
wonderful cat.

~ Bronnie G., Portland

A New Trend in Making Donations

http://www.feralcats.com/store
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4
http://www.universalcycles.com/
https://giveguide.org/#feralcatcoalition


Nonprofit Org
US Postage

 Paid
Portland OR

Permit No. 383

Feral Cat Coalition of Oregon 
PO Box 82734
Portland, Oregon 97282

Address Service Requested

Trap-Neuter-Return in Action!   
“Silver will let us pet her precisely once, and only one pet 
per day! That is her rule,” her caregiver, Rob, said. Silver 
and her two siblings were born on Rob’s property. Their 
mama is no longer around, but now spayed/neutered and 
fed daily, they are permanent residents who help with 
rodent control and “are worth their weight in kibble.”

FCCO is a spay/neuter program. Our services are  
no-cost for feral and stray cats and low-cost for  
pet cats. We serve Oregon and SW Washington.
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Visit our website, call, or follow our posts for more info! 

feralcats.com  |  503-797-2606

Who We Are
FCCO BOARD OF DIRECTORS

• President: Kris Ellingsen, DVM 
• Vice President: Nena Baker 
• Treasurer: John Maddigan 
• Secretary: Michelle Baird-Johnson
• Board Members: Jacqui Neilson, DVM, DACVB;  
   Ken Hick; Cliff Deveney, MD; Karen Deveney, MD; 
   and Shawn Mangum 
 

• Executive Director: Karen Kraus
• Operations Director: Leah Kennon, CVT
• Newsletter Editor: Karen Kraus
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NEW Sweatshirts now 
available at feralcats.com!

This medium-weight 
hoodie has thumb 
holes and a 
media player 
holder! 

Get yours today + 
wear your support 
for the cats in style!

http://www.twitter.com/FeralCatsOR
http://www.linkedin.com/company/the-feral-cat-coalition-of-oregon?trk=hb_tab_compy_id_2410014
https://www.facebook.com/FeralCatCoalitionofOregon
http://www.twitter.com/FeralCatsOR
http://www.linkedin.com/company/the-feral-cat-coalition-of-oregon?trk=hb_tab_compy_id_2410014
http://instagram.com/feralcatsor
http://feralcats.com
http://www.feralcats.com/store

