
Story from the Streets Kitten Caboose!
New program gets kittens off the streets and into forever homes

Fifteen years ago I trapped a feral cat who 
had started hanging around. It wasn’t 
until she was in the clinic being prepared 
for surgery that I saw she was lactating. 
That led to 24 hours of worry, since I had 
no way of knowing where the kittens were 
or if they were old enough to survive 24 
hours without her. As it turned out, there 
was no need to worry. I released her the 
day after the surgery and she disappeared 
for a few hours, then returned with four 
kittens, one of whom was Lotte.

      
     I eventually trapped all four kittens for 
spaying and neutering and learned for the 
first time that the presumed female kitten 
I had named Lotte was, in fact, a male. 
The name stuck and Lotte remained with 
me after he was weaned. He was always 
wary and wouldn’t allow me to pick him 
up or restrain him in any way, but over 
time he started soliciting petting and 
would sometimes jump up in my lap.
     Five years ago, I noticed a swelling 
over his left cheek. I trapped him again 
and took him to my veterinary clinic, 

This summer we added a new 
program: the Kitten Caboose! 
     Our Kitten Caboose 
works with feral and stray cat 
caregivers and our Animal 
Shelter Alliance of Portland 
partner, the Oregon Humane 
Society (OHS). When caregivers 
contact us for spay/neuter 
services for kittens we ask 
about their plans for them. If 
the kittens are tame we offer 
the option to release them to 

the Kitten Caboose program. After they have been spayed/neutered and 
vaccinated the kittens are transferred to OHS, where they can then be 
adopted into a forever home.
     Since the Kitten Caboose program began in late May, 158 kittens 
have been tamed by their caregivers, brought to FCCO, and adopted 
into a home by OHS. We are grateful to everyone who is part of this 
team effort!
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Using Humane Traps to Trap-Neuter-Return
Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) is 
a humane approach to reducing 
feral cat populations. Caregivers 
who are feeding feral and stray 
cats trap them in humane live 
traps, bring the cats to FCCO 
to be spayed/neutered and 
vaccinated, and, after the cats 
have recovered, return them to 
where they are fed.
     Humane traps (also known as live traps) do not cause any pain to the 
animal being trapped. The traps are metal wire boxes with a trip plate inside. 
Newspaper is set inside to cover the trap and an enticing food is placed 

Lotte Prancing Boy

The smell of food lures a cat into a trap

A veterinarian’s bond with a feral cat

Tame kittens get a chance for a loving 
home through the Kitten Caboose
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President’s Corner by Kris Ellingsen, DVM 

“I just found 
kittens in 
my shed... 
yard... under 
my porch....” 
If this has 
happened to 
you, you’re 
not alone. 

Throughout the summer and fall 
we get many calls from people who 
have found kittens and want to 
know how best to help them.

       
   
 
 
 

     It can be tempting to just pick 
up the kittens you’ve found, cuddle 
them, and find them good homes. 
However, kittens born to feral cats 
will be feral themselves, and will 
not likely be accepting of human 
contact — unless they are trapped 
and socialized. Only then can feral 
kittens hope to find a loving home. 
The kitten socialization process 
can be accomplished with patience 
and dedication and the reward is 
worthwhile, as you are saving them 
from a life on the street.
     Feral kittens should be taken from 
the mother at four to six weeks of age. 
Older kittens can also be captured 
and tamed, but the process 
gets slower and less successful 
the older the kittens become. 
Because younger kittens are in the 
natural process of becoming more 
independent and learning to search 
for new food sources it is an easy 

time to tame them, especially when 
food is used as the motivator.
     Food is the most important tool 
to facilitate the socialization process. 
Growing kittens have an insatiable 
appetite, which gives them courage 
to approach you and be touched 
when they normally might never 
allow you anywhere near them. 
Never put food down and walk 
away, as that takes away any 
incentive for them to welcome you 
into their world. With time they 
will allow you to pet them while 
they feed, eat from your fingers or 
in your lap, and generally learn to 
accept the human presence because 
of the association with food. A little 
chicken baby food goes a long way 
in taming feral kittens.
     It is important to create good 
associations with humans before the 
kittens learn otherwise. It has been 
shown that kittens from four to 
eight weeks of age are very ready to 
learn and change habits, but older 
kittens and cats are very reluctant to 
change or give up the impressions 
formed at an earyly age. Once a 
fear of humans is ingrained, it is 
very hard for kittens to change their 
minds. If kittens learn from their 
mother to perceive humans as a 
danger, they can learn differently 
only with the prompt introduction 
of a counter-incentive such as food 
and nurturing.
     Tame kittens, six months old or 
younger, can be brought to FCCO 
for spay/neuter and vaccinations, 
and then adopted out through 
our Kitten Caboose program. It 
takes effort to tame kittens, but 
the reward is knowing you’ve given 
them a better life. Read more at 
feralcats.com/kittens.

 Dr. Kris Ellingsen

Taming feral kittens: well worth the effort

Take the Pledge!
FCCO is part of the Cats Safe at 
Home™ collaborative campaign to 
humanely reduce outdoor cats in the 
Portland metro area. Our partner groups 
include the Audubon Society of Portland 
and Multnomah and Washington 
County Animal Services. Together 
we have launched a new website and 
Facebook page to promote this effort and 
to engage the community with ideas and 
information that value cats and wildlife.

catssafeathome.org 
facebook.com/catssafeathome

     On the website you can take the 
pledge to show your commitment to 

keeping your 
Cats Safe at 
Home: safe 
from outdoor 
dangers and to 
protect wildlife. 
When you 
pledge to keep 
your pet cat(s) 
indoors we’ll 
send you the 
window decal 

pictured here so you can let everyone 
know you keep your Cats Safe at Home!
     Also on the website are resources for 
building catios. The 5th Annual Catio 
Tour, held in September, had over 1,000 
people looking for inspiration to build 
a catio (outdoor cat enclosure) to keep 
their cats and wildlife safer. Along with a 
resource list, including local builders, see 
photos from the Tour like the one below 
and get even more ideas for your catio. 
Check it out at catssafeathome.org.

Pledge to keep your  
pet cat(s) indoors and 
get this window decal!

http://www.feralcats.com/kittens
https://www.catssafeathome.org/
https://www.facebook.com/catssafeathome
https://www.catssafeathome.org/


where I biopsied a mass in his cheek. 
Unfortunately the biopsy confirmed 
that he had cancer. I consulted with 
two oncologists, but it was clear that 
this feral cat was not a candidate for 
in-hospital radiation and chemotherapy 
treatments. At the suggestion of one of 
the oncologists, I decided to try an oral 
anti-inflammatory medication. I had it 
compounded into a flavored chew tab 
which he loved and happily ate for the 
rest of his life. It did not cure his cancer, 
but it slowed its progression.
     Lotte lived a happy life as a feral cat 
“with benefits” until his death in June 
of this year. I miss seeing him prancing 
out to meet me twice a day when I went 
to feed him, rolling around asking to be 
petted. Those two times of day were little 
bubbles of uncomplicated happiness no 
matter what else was going on in my life. 
Despite my sadness, I am very grateful for 
the joy he provided for so many years.

~ Marla McGeorge, DVM, Tualatin
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4 Simple Actions that Can 
Make a Big Impact for the Cats

beyond the trip plate. When a cat enters the trap and steps on the plate the 
wire door closes behind the cat, trapping him/her inside.   
     Sometimes people ask why they can’t just grab the cat and put him in a 
cardboard box or pet carrier. Here are a few reasons why we encourage the use 
of traps instead: 
-  For your own safety: even cats you can touch or who seem friendly can  
   scratch or bite when scared.
-  For your relationship: cats may remember that the trap startled them but  
   they won’t have a negative association with you, unlike if you try to grab     
   them and put them in a container.
-  For your success: cats enter traps seeking food and are instantly trapped. Even                
   if you are able to touch a feral or stray cat, they will often squirm out of      
   your hands when being put in a container. For the “hard-to-trap” cats we  
   have a drop trap and a remote control trap available. 
     For more information, including a how-to video showing the trapping 
process, go to feralcats.com/trapping-instructions.

     FCCO Wish List     
This Fall, starting with Global Cat Day 
on October 16, we will be collecting 
donations of cat food and shelter-
building supplies so we can help the cats 
in the cold winter months ahead. These 
supplies include 30-gallon Rubbermaid-
style bins and duct tape. The full list is at 
feralcats.com/wish. Thank you!

HUMANE TRAPS cont. from pg 1

1. Vote for the Cats! Columbia Credit Union  
is giving FCCO an opportunity to raise up to 
$10,000. Each vote for FCCO earns $10 for 
the cats. Help more cats by voting every day! 
Each vote also gets you in a drawing to win an 
electric bike. Go to the brand new Columbia 
Credit Union at 10th and SE Belmont in 
Portland from October 30 to December 15 
and vote for the cats! feralcats.com/vote

2. Holiday Shopping is Right Around the Corner  Whenever you 
shop Fred Meyer and Amazon.com (smile.amazon.com), the stores donate 
a small percentage to FCCO that adds up to a lot of help. Combined, 
they fund the spay/neuter of more than 150 cats each year! It only takes a 
minute to sign up for both. feralcats.com/other-ways-to-give

3. Clean Up Your Carport  Do you have an old car, truck or boat just 
sitting in your driveway? Donate it (you can even have it towed away!) 
and get a great tax donation that will make a huge difference in the lives 
of many feral and stray cats. feralcats.com/vehicle

4. Plan Your Future with Felines in Mind  Consider a gift in your 
will or include FCCO as a beneficiary of your life insurance policy, 
retirement fund, or other investments. Estate gifts and bequests like 
this allow you to make a larger gift than you likely could during your 
lifetime, plus they are still flexible and can be adjusted as circumstances 
in your life change. feralcats.com/estate

http://www.feralcats.com/trapping-instructions
http://www.feralcats.com/news-events/2017/wish-list
http://www.feralcats.com/vote
http://www.feralcats.com/other-ways-to-give
http://www.feralcats.com/vehicle
http://www.feralcats.com/estate
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Trap-Neuter-Return in Action!  
Brother was living in the bushes when a colony-
mate started making routine visits to Sarah’s 
home for food. Shortly after, Brother and three 
others were visiting, too. Sarah welcomed them 
but made sure they were spayed/neutered, too!

The Feral Cat Coalition of Oregon (FCCO)
is the only spay/neuter clinic in the Portland region

providing donation-only services for feral and stray cats
and low-cost services for pet cats.
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Visit our website, call, or follow our posts for more info!
feralcats.com  |  503-797-2606

Who We Are
FCCO BOARD OF DIRECTORS
• President:  Kris Ellingsen, DVM
• Vice President:  Nena Baker
• Treasurer:  John Maddigan 
• Secretary:  Michelle Baird-Johnson 
• Board Members:  Jacqui Neilson, DVM, DACVB; 
    Ken Hick; Cliff Deveney, MD; and Karen Deveney, MD 

• Executive Director:  Karen Kraus
• Operations Director:  Leah Kennon, CVT
• Newsletter Editor:  Karen Kraus
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October 16 is  
a special day to 
honor outdoor 
cats. FCCO 
is celebrating 
by distributing 
24 cat shelters 
built as a special 
Eagle Scout project and collecting cat food and shelter 
supplies to help cats this winter. Celebrate with us!

 

Donate cat food + shelter supplies to honor 
outdoor cats who deserve our kindness! 

feralcats.com

National Feral Cat Day is Now
Global Cat Day

http://www.twitter.com/FeralCatsOR
http://www.linkedin.com/company/the-feral-cat-coalition-of-oregon?trk=hb_tab_compy_id_2410014
https://www.facebook.com/FeralCatCoalitionofOregon
http://www.twitter.com/FeralCatsOR
http://www.linkedin.com/company/the-feral-cat-coalition-of-oregon?trk=hb_tab_compy_id_2410014
http://instagram.com/feralcatsor
http://feralcats.com/
http://www.feralcats.com/global-cat
http://feralcats.com/img/SpayMaySpecial.pdf

