
Story from the Streets: Caring for Orphaned Feral Cats

Spay/Neuter Services Broaden
Pet and foster cats getting much needed services

My partner and I bought a small farm 
in Brush Prairie, WA, a few months 

ago. The previous owner had passed 
away in March. When we purchased 
the property we saw that there were 
a few cats on the property. We asked 
further about them, and were surprised 
to find out that there were actually five 
adult cats, two dogs, and two chickens. 
When asked if we would be willing to 
continue letting the animals live on the 
property, of course we said yes. Shortly 
after we were told, “oh, by the way, two 
of the momma cats just had kittens.” 
There were seven kittens to begin 

with, and then over a few days there 
suddenly were eight, then nine, then 
a total of 11 kittens. They all were so 
cute but the reality of properly caring 
for 16 cats, two dogs, and two chickens 
was overwhelming, especially since I 
already had two cats of my own and we 
wanted to have a variety of other farm 
animals in the future. 
     I did some research on what to do 
when you have a large population of 
stray and feral cats and found FCCO. 

FCCO has the systems and 
experience to spay/neuter 
hundreds of cats every week. 
Few, if any, places in our region 
rival this level of care for cats. 
Over our 20 years we honed our 
skills by providing the best care 
possible for feral and stray cats. 
While we remain dedicated to 
helping these populations, we 
are pleased that we can also help 
more cats.
     In April we broadened our 
scope to include services for 
pet cats. We now offer low-cost 

spay/neuter for pet cats as well as for animal rescue groups fostering and 
adopting cats. Our ability to broaden our services came with our move 
to our new home and has been very successful thus far.
     To utilize our services, a cat owner can either qualify through the 
Spay & Save program (asapmetro.org/spay-and-save) or use the Oregon 
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Grant to Help 500 Cats 
in Salem Area 

Huge purrs of thanks to the Karen M. 
Schroth Charitable Foundation for 
Animals for a grant to spay/neuter 500 
feral and stray cats from Marion and Polk 
counties. FCCO’s new home is an easy 
45-minute drive from the Salem area and 
has the surgical capacity to spay/neuter 
large colonies of any size in one day, 
making our services the most efficient 
option for many caregivers.
     If you are in the Salem area or know 
someone who could benefit from this 
generous grant please contact FCCO at 
503-797-2606.

Harry, likely father to many kittens, is 
now neutered and sporting an eartip.
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http://asapmetro.org/spay-and-save/


President’s Corner by Kris Ellingsen, DVM 

I have 
mentioned 
in previous 
newsletters 
how spring 
and summer 
is “kitten 
season”, that 
time of year 

when unaltered cats are mating and 
the result is an overflow of kittens 
into the community. Now that it is 
fall in the Northwest, kitten season 
is over, right? WRONG! 
     Did you know that many of 
those adorable kittens born in 
summer are just now coming of 
age to be mommy and daddy 
cats themselves – as young as five 
months of age, that is!
     Past year numbers show that 
25% of the cats coming to FCCO 
clinics in the fall months and into 
December are kittens (under five 
months of age). This is a great 
benefit, as they can be spayed or 
neutered before ever becoming a 
part of the spring breeding cycle. 
Contrary to the old wives tale, it 
is NOT “better” for cats to have 
one litter. Spay/neuter keeps them 
healthier, especially as feral cats 
navigate outdoor life in the harsh 
winter and spring weather. Or 
better yet, if they can be socialized 
at their young age, they may be able 
to be adopted into forever homes. 

     So kittens aren’t just a spring/
summer phenomenon. Given this, 
we need to continue to encourage 
spay/neuter of these youngest of our 
cat population as we head into the 
cooler months. That’s part of the 
reason that National Feral Cat Day 
is on October 16. As long as these 
youngsters are at least two pounds, 
eight to ten weeks of age, and 
healthy, it is safe and, in fact, easier 
for them to undergo anesthesia and 
surgery. Spread the word!

             
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     I would like to welcome our 
newest Board Member, Nena 
Baker. Nena is no stranger to feral 
cats and FCCO’s work, as she has 
been assisting in colony care for 
years. She also has written about 
feral cat issues and will be a great 
asset to FCCO’s future. 

 Dr. Kris Ellingsen

Kitten season continues

Popularity of Catios 
Increases with Tour

A Portland tradition is exploding 
in popularity and gaining national 
attention. On September 10, 2016, 
FCCO and Audubon Society of Portland 
teamed up to host the 4th Annual Catio 
Tour, a tour of outdoor cat enclosures 

constructed by local residents.  More 
than 1,300 people registered for the 
event, a huge increase from the 517 at 
the first Catio Tour in 2013. Preliminary 
survey results from a survey of registrants 
shows that 62% are interested in adding a 
catio to their residence.
     Broadcast coverage indicates that 
catios are becoming a national trend. 
OPB posted a 55-second video that 
has been viewed over 62,000 times.  
Coverage went national when the 
Washington Post featured the event in 
an article. Since the inception of the 
Portland Catio Tour, several communities 
across the nation have also established 
local tours of their own.
     The Catio Tour is part of a long-term 
collaboration between the FCCO and the 
Audubon Society of Portland to engage 
the community in strategies to protect 
both cats and wildlife. In communities 
across the United States, wildlife 
advocates and cat advocates have been 
engaged in highly contentious debates 
over how to address the issue of free-
roaming cats, but in our community we 
work together on solutions.

In honor of National Feral Cat Day we are building shelters and running a food 
drive – your donations will help make a more comfortable winter for the cats!

For more info, and to see more needed items, please visit our Amazon.com 
Wish List. You can also buy locally and deliver to our clinic. Thank you!

Kittens need to be 8 to 10 weeks old 
and at least 2 pounds to be spayed/
neutered. If they aren’t, they can 
begin reproducing at just 5 months.

This metal catio design, part of this year’s 
Tour, features a tunnel access for the cats.

FCCO Wish List

• Dry and canned cat food 
• Duct tape
• Box cutters

• 30-gal. plastic storage bins & lids
• 1” polystyrene foam rigid 
   insulation sheets up to 4’ x 8’ 

http://www.feralcats.com/catio
http://www.feralcats.com/catio
https://www.facebook.com/oregonpublicbroadcasting/videos/10154573441524939/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/animalia/wp/2016/08/31/dont-call-it-a-cage-its-a-catio/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/animalia/wp/2016/08/31/dont-call-it-a-cage-its-a-catio/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/1P10X5IC64XP4/ref=cm_wl_huc_view
http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/1P10X5IC64XP4/ref=cm_wl_huc_view


The first cats we were able to trap were 
Blue and Mask. Although feral they have 
been very sweet and excellent moms to 
the kittens. They trapped easily, were 
fixed, and had a surprisingly quick 
recovery. I was worried about their ears 
being tipped, but it was not as I imagined 
and it didn’t seem to bother them. 
     Finally we were able to catch who 
we assume is the father...Harry. He was 
able to be fixed after weeks of attempts, 
larger traps, and finally the drop trap. 
Even though he was the hardest to catch, 
he seems to be happier and more mellow 
since he was neutered, although he is 
terribly skittish.
     Today, we have a much more 
manageable group, and we have been able 
to find good homes for one of the adult 
cats, and ten of the kittens (we decided to 
keep two, and we will keep the last little 
guy until we find a good home...or maybe 
he’ll just have to stay!).
     We are so grateful for FCCO’s services 
because without it we would not have 
been able to afford to have all the animals 
spayed and neutered. We so appreciate 
knowing that they have also received 
medical care, and that we are doing our 
part in being responsible caretakers.

Nicole & Mary Ellen, Brush Prairie, WA
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Improving Lives for Years to Come
 
Did you know that there is 
an easy way you can make 
a difference in cats’ lives 
for years to come while 
also giving yourself peace 
of mind? By remembering 
the Feral Cat Coalition of 
Oregon (FCCO) in your 
estate planning, you can 
make a lasting investment 
in the lives and health of 
cats in our communities.  
     Please consider a gift in your will or include FCCO as a 
beneficiary of your life insurance policy, retirement fund, or other 
investments. Bequests like this allow you to make a larger gift than you 
could during your lifetime, and they are still flexible and can be adjusted 
as circumstances change in your life.

      

     

FCCO recently received a bequest from Joseph Sommerfeldt. He was 
a lifelong cat lover who lived on a limited income most of his life. He 
wasn’t able to donate much during his lifetime, but he was inspired by 
our dedication to helping feral and stray cats live better lives, so he listed 
FCCO as the beneficiary of his retirement account. Through this gift he 
was able to make a significant donation and leave a legacy for the cats.
      An attorney who specializes in Estate Planning has offered to speak 
with FCCO supporters about the process and options available. If you are 
interested or would like more information, please contact Karen Kraus at 
503-797-2606, by email at info@feralcats.com, or check the box on the 
enclosed envelope and we will follow up with you.
     Your planning today will have a lasting impact on the future of cats in 
our region.

Mask and her colony-mates are now 
spayed/neutered and healthy. Blue can be 
seen on the back page next to the National 
Feral Cat Day information.

Spay/Neuter Fund coupon (oregonspayneuter.org/services.html). Learn more 
about FCCO’s services for pet cats at feralcats.com/pet.
     Our work with rescue groups has also grown. We are now partnering with 
17 rescue groups and shelters, which are all 501c3 nonprofit organizations, 
and with our help all of their cats are spayed/neutered prior to adoption.
     By helping feral cats and pet cats we are reducing the number of homeless 
cats living on our streets and improving the lives for cats in our community. 
our commitment to our program makes our expanded services possible and 
we are grateful.

Through this gift he was able to make a  
significant donation and leave a legacy for the cats.
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mailto:info%40feralcats.com?subject=Estate%20Planning%20information
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TNR in Action! Little Man, as his caregiver 
Debby calls him, came to our clinic with his 
brothers this summer when they were about nine 
weeks old, weighing in at 2.5 pounds each. Now 
neutered and vaccinated, they are all healthy 
and will never be a part of the breeding cycle.

The Feral Cat Coalition of Oregon (FCCO)
is the only spay/neuter clinic in the Portland region

providing donation-only services for feral and stray cats
and low cost services for pet cats.
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Visit our website, call, or follow our posts for more info!
feralcats.com  |  503-797-2606

Who We Are
FCCO BOARD OF DIRECTORS
• President:  Kris Ellingsen, DVM
• Treasurer:  Claire Rolfs 
• Secretary:  Michelle Baird-Johnson 
• Board Members:  Jacqui Neilson, DVM, Lew Woods, 
   Ken Hick, Hilary Matarazzo, DVM, John Maddigan,  
   and Nena Baker
• Executive Director:  Karen Kraus
• Operations Director:  Leah Kennon, CVT
• Newsletter Editor:  Karen Kraus
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National Feral Cat Day is a
special day to raise awareness 
about feral cats, promote 
Trap-Neuter-Return, and 
celebrate feral cat caregivers.
     To celebrate FCCO is 
offering a FREE feral cat 
spay/neuter clinic on October 
16, running a cat food drive, 
and building cat shelters.

Donate food and shelter supplies  
in honor of National Feral Cat Day!   

feralcats.com/nfcd

National Feral Cat Day
October 16

http://www.twitter.com/FeralCatsOR
http://www.linkedin.com/company/the-feral-cat-coalition-of-oregon?trk=hb_tab_compy_id_2410014
https://www.facebook.com/FeralCatCoalitionofOregon
http://www.twitter.com/FeralCatsOR
http://www.linkedin.com/company/the-feral-cat-coalition-of-oregon?trk=hb_tab_compy_id_2410014
http://instagram.com/feralcatsor
http://feralcats.com/
http://www.feralcats.com/nfcd
http://feralcats.com/img/SpayMaySpecial.pdf

