
Story from the Streets

A New Home for FCCO
Renovation is underway; first clinics to be held in January
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Early this summer I found a kitten who 
was about three months old. Judging by 
her hunger she had been on her own for 
many days. I wondered if someone had 
abandoned her.
     I had gone to Sauvie Island with my 
two cats, Creto and Mata Hairi, for a 
picnic with a friend. We chose a shaded 
little thicket by the waterline to put 
our spread. By the time we finished our 
lunch this desperate, skin-and-bones, 
black kitten came out of the thicket. 

We are pleased to share with you, 
our amazing supporters, that 
FCCO will be moving into our 
new home by the end of the year. 
Over the years we’ve improved 
and expanded our spay/neuter 
facilities to help more cats. We’ve 
now spayed/neutered more than 
75,000 cats, and with this move 
we will be able to help even more. 
We are very excited about the 

future of care for feral and stray cats in our community and we thank you 
for all you have done to help get us to where we are today.
     After an 18-month search we found a wonderful building in Southwest 
Portland. It met our key criteria: a structure without major issues, at least 
double our current square footage, easily accessible, centrally located, and 
with adequate parking. Through the generous support of an angel donor, 
we purchased the building, and 
with generous support from Leslie 
B. Durst and the Ed Cauduro 
Fund of the Oregon Community 
Foundation, along with many 
other incredible donors, we are 
now transforming it into a regional 
spay/neuter facility.
     Our new home features twice 
the clinic prep space that we  
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  National Feral Cat Day!
Celebrated every October 16th, this is a special 
day to raise awareness about feral cats (also 
called community cats), promote Trap-Neuter-
Return, and empower and mobilize the millions 
of compassionate Americans who care for them. 
Honor feral cats by spreading the word!

Meet Our 75,000th Cat! 
FCCO’s 75,000th cat came to our clinic 
August 6, 2015. Known to her caregivers 
as “Deck,” she showed up looking very 
hungry so they put out food. Soon after, 
she brought three kittens. The kittens all 
found homes and Deck continues to be 
fed by her kind caregivers.

“Deck” bolted out of her trap the day after 
her spay surgery, but within 20 minutes she 
returned for the food her caregiver put out.

Street view before construction began.

Architectural drawing of the clinic area.

A hungry stray joins a beach picnic

http://feralcats.com/img/SpayMaySpecial.pdf


President’s Corner by Kris Ellingsen, DVM 

In celebration 
of FCCO’s 
20th year, 
I’d like to 
share my 
appreciation 
for the FCCO 
staff that 
works hard 

every day to facilitate our mission. 
In particular, two of our beloved 
employees have spent a combined 
37 years in service to FCCO, and 
truly are the backbone of our 
organization.
      FCCO’s Operations Director, 
Leah Kennon, CVT, joined the 
team in 1998 as a clinic technician. 
Back then clinics were monthly 
and held on the mobile hospital 
parked outside another facility. 
From those humble beginnings to 
today Leah has been a stalwart, 
managing a horde of volunteer 
veterinarians, techs, clinic helpers, 
and staff as tens of thousands of 
cats have been spayed/neutered. 
She grew the clinic to the well-oiled 
machine we now experience. With 
patience and compassion, while 
always thinking of the cats, Leah’s 
foresight and vision for the future 
makes impossible seem possible. 
Many of the innovations FCCO 
has acted on began with the wheels 
turning in Leah’s head, and her 
exclaiming, “Why not?”
     The other half of our dynamic 
duo is Karen Kraus, our Executive 
Director. Karen began volunteering 
at some of the first FCCO clinics in 
1995, joined the Board of Directors 
in 1996, was hired as part-time 
Development Director in 1997, and 
became Executive Director in 2002. 
     Karen is FCCO’s face to 
the community, including our 

collaborations with the Animal 
Shelter Alliance of Portland and 
Audubon Society of Portland, and 
she represents us strongly and fairly. 
She has been crucial in facilitating 
board member volunteers over the 
years, always with an eye to the 
needs of FCCO’s growth. 
     Karen’s warm personality 
and passion for FCCO’s mission 
has been key to attracting and 
nurturing our amazing donor base, 
whose support enables us to help 
the cats. Without these incredible 
donors, we would not be in the 
position we are today, ready to 
expand our spay/neuter facility into 
our own building. 

     Karen and Leah’s leadership 
has seen FCCO through 
amazing growth, from a small 
grassroots group of cat lovers to 
an organization that has become 
a national leader in what we do, 
helping caregivers with feral and 
stray cats via spay/neuter. 
     Please join me in a special 
“Thank You” to Karen and Leah 
for all they have done, and for their 
dedication to FCCO and the cats. 
This organization would not be 
what it is today without them!

 Dr. Kris Ellingsen

FCCO’s leadership in dedicated hands

Keeping Cats Safe 
Two main initiatives for the Cats Safe 
at Home™ campaign took place in 
September: the Catio Tour and the 
Hayden Island cat count. Over 1,000 
people registered to tour and find 

inspiration at ten different catios during 
the third annual Catio Tour. The event, 
hosted by FCCO along with the Audubon 
Society of Portland, showcases ways to 
provide cats safe outdoor time while 
helping to protect birds and wildlife. 
The participants’ feedback after the 
Catio Tour was wonderful. Among the 
comments: “This tour is awesome!” and 
“Saw some creative ideas for our cats to 
enjoy the outdoors.”
     The Hayden Island cat count, 
held three consecutive weekends each 
September, attempts to get the most 
accurate picture of the free-roaming cats 
on the island. The goal is to see a stable 
or downward trend in the free-roaming 
population over a number of years as we 
work with the community to intensify 
spay/neuter, cat adoption, and general 
education and outreach on the issue.

Leah Kennon, CVT (at left) and  
Karen Kraus (at right)

“Leonardo” seemed to enjoy showing off his 
catio and its features for cats and humans.

This enclosed bridge was a Tour favorite.



She initially kept a distance from the 
humans and went to Mata who allowed 
the kitten to remain. Within ten 
minutes she gobbled down a can and a 
half of Fancy Feast, some kibble, and 
a large saucer of fresh water. We didn’t 
give rescuing her a second thought! 
     I walked up to all the beach patrons 
asking about the kitten. Later that 
week I put “found kitten” signs all over 
the beach and in the Island’s general 
stores. I put an ad on CraigsList. No 
luck. I intended to foster the kitten 
only until I found her a good home. 
My hands were full with two cats and 
I didn’t want a third. I think the kitten 
picked that vibe up from me. She 
seemed to know I wanted to help and 
was grateful, but that as hard as she 
tried to be good she just wasn’t wanted 

as a permanent family member. She 
appeared to be depressed, which broke 
my heart. She’d follow me around the 
house playfully and give me little “love 
squints.” I’d return the love squints and 
try to explain to her that I was going to 
find her a good home. But I could feel 
myself swaying in judgment and falling 
in love with her.
     Soon she went into heat. I Googled 
how to help a stray cat and thankfully 
found FCCO. The second week after 
surgery the kitten sat on the window 
sill gazing out the window while letting 
out little depressed-sounding sighs. I 
sat next to her and felt as if I could read 
her mind, as if she was pondering to 
herself, “Why doesn’t anyone like me 
or want me? Where am I going to end 
up and what’s next?”  She looked over 
at me, gave me a little love squint and 

went back to looking out the window. 
I gave her a loving stroke on the head. 
She looked back at me. I nodded to her 
and said, “Yes. You are going to belong 
to me and I’m going to belong to you. 
You’re now a permanent member of this 
family. I’m going to name you Sauvie.” 
Her demeanor completely changed 
from depressed to pure joy. It was the 
first time I ever saw a cat smile!

Ron B., Portland, Oregon
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currently have, an expanded surgical 
suite, and a flexible recovery area. 
With the lobby and reception desk 
we can help multiple caregivers at 
the same time speeding up check in, 
and also be able to check traps in 
and out throughout the day without 
impacting clinic activities. 
     To better serve our community,  
we plan to increase the number of surgeries per year as well as the services 
provided, both for cats and caregivers. Our goal is to create a cat food bank and 
provide additional trapping and transport support. Because education, as the root 
of all change, is a key part of our organization’s mission we plan to expand public 
awareness about feral cats and the importance of spaying/neutering.
     Be part of a brighter future for feral cats!  If you would like 
to be part of this very exciting step forward for cats you still can. For gifts of 
$500 or more we’ll add your name to a permanent plaque in our new lobby. 
Pledges for major gifts can be made as well. You can read more about our 
capital campaign at feralcats.com/capitalcampaign or contact Karen Kraus at 
503-797-2606 x105.
     We are excited to think about all that is possible in the new space. Feral 
and stray cats in our region are some of the most fortunate in the country 
and it is because you care. Your support has made our program and growth 
possible, and now a future filled with less suffering and more compassion for 
the cats who live on our streets. It is amazing how far we have come – and we 
know that together we will create a brighter future for community cats.

FCCO Wish List 
Outfit our new home!
 
This list includes items we need for our 
new home. You likely won’t see these 
items on recurring lists so if something 
speaks to you please consider donating 
it so we can direct more funds to the cats. 

• HP LaserJet P3015 Printer    
• Canon Image Class D1350 copier   
• LCD projector • Vacuum 
• Storage racks  • Recycle bins  
 

For more info on these products, and to 
see more needed items, please visit our 
Amazon.com Wish List. You can also 
buy locally and deliver to our clinic. 
Please call 503-797-2606 with any 
questions. Thank you!

“Sauvie” relaxes inside her new home.
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Architect’s drawing of the front entry.

http://www.feralcats.com/capitalcampaign
http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/1P10X5IC64XP4/ref=cm_wl_huc_view
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TNR in Action!    “When we moved to this house 
there were a few cats,” said caregiver Eric T. “But 
it seems like overnight the population exploded.” 
When Eric contacted FCCO he thought he was 
feeding ten cats. As he trapped them and brought 
them to our clinics he realized the total was 13 cats.

The Feral Cat Coalition of Oregon (FCCO) is a  
spay/neuter program for feral and stray cats living in  

Oregon and SW Washington.
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Visit our website, call, or follow our posts for more info!
feralcats.com  |  503-797-2606

Who We Are
FCCO BOARD OF DIRECTORS
• President:  Kris Ellingsen, DVM
• Vice President:  Kimberly Dauphin, DVM
• Treasurer:  Claire Rolfs 
• Secretary:  Michael Sulis
• Board Members:  Michelle Baird-Johnson,  
   Ken Hick, Jacqui Neilson, DVM, and Lew Woods
• Executive Director:  Karen Kraus
• Operations Director:  Leah Kennon, CVT
• Newsletter Editor:  Karen Kraus
• Counsel is generously provided pro bono by  
   Jasmine Hites, Troutman Sanders, LLP
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We are very excited to announce that our 
website hasjust undergone a complete 
redesign. It is much more user-friendly 
and now works well with smart-
phones and tablets. Check it out 
and let us know what you think!

Same address, whole new look!
 

feralcats.com

Tell Us What You Think!
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